
 
 

 
1 | P a g e   
√ Denotes an attachment  COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING | June 2024 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Tuesday, June 11, 2024 | 4:30 PM 

 
 
AGENDA 
 
1.0 Call to Order 

1.1 Land acknowledgement  
We would like to open this meeting by acknowledging the traditional territories 
of the Anishinaabe, on which all schools of the NNDSB are situated. The Board 
Office is specifically located on the traditional territory of the Nipissing First 
Nation. We value the cultures, histories and relationships with the Indigenous 
People of Turtle Island. We are grateful to be gathered here today. 

 
1.2 Attendance  

Confirmation of Quorum  
 

1.3 Declaration of Conflict of Interest 
 
 

2.0 Closed Session  
 

 Motion: That the Committee move into Closed Session in order to discuss items 
pertaining to The Education Act R.S.O. 1990, c. E.2 section 207(2)(d) - 
Negotiations, and section 207(2)(e) – Litigation. 
 

3.0 Approval of the Agenda √ 
Motion: That the agenda for the Committee of the Whole meeting of June 11, 2024 
be approved.  

 
4.0 Review of Previous Minutes √ 

Motion: That the minutes for the Committee of the Whole meeting of May 14, 2024 
be approved.  

 
5.0 Business Arising 
 
6.0  New Business 
 

6.1 Notice of Motion – Trustee Bertram √  
6.2  Notice of Motion – Trustee Fuscaldo √  

 
7.0 Adjournment 

Motion: That on June 11, 2024 we do now adjourn at ____pm.  
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963 Airport Road North Bay, ON P1B 8H1 
Phone: 705.472.8170 
Website: www.nearnorthschools.ca 

 
 
Ashley St. Pierre, Interim Chair   Craig Myles, Director of Education 

 
 

 
The May 14, 2024 Committee of the Whole Public Session of the Near North District 
School Board was held in person at the Head Office and via a Zoom video and/or 
teleconference. 

 

 
 
1.0 Call to Order 

Interim Chair St. Pierre called the Committee of the Whole meeting to order at 5:30 pm.  
 

1.1  Land acknowledgement 
Director Myles read the declaration aloud. 

 
1.2 Attendance 

Attendance indicated that 10 trustees were present, including the two Student 
Trustee. 

 
1.3 Declaration of Conflict of Interest nil    

  
2.0 Closed Session – n/a 

 
3.0 Approval of the Agenda  

Trustees were referred to the agenda included in the agenda package.  
 

Trustees Present: Administrative Staff Present: 
Ashley St. Pierre, Interim Chair  
Howard Wesley  
Bill Steer  
Chantal Phillips  
Jeanie Fuscaldo  
Julie Bertram  
Louise Sargent  
Shane Hall  
Albany Benson, Student Trustee 
Dora Chen, Student Trustee  

 

 Craig Myles, Director of Education 
 Melanie Gray, Superintendent of Education 
Gay Smylie, Superintendent  
Seija Van Haesendonck, Superintendent of Business 
Timothy Graves, Superintendent ® 
Deb Bartlett, Communications Officer  
Maureen Egan, Executive Assistant  
Glenn Morrison, Manager IT  

      
     Other: 

  Staff, Union partners, media, and community partners  
 
Regrets: 
 

® attended remotely via Zoom video or audio conference 
  

http://www.nearnorthschools.ca/
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Motion: CW 2024 05 01 L.Sargent/J.Bertram 
That the agenda for the Committee of the Whole meeting of May 14, 2024, be 
approved. - CARRIED.  

 
4.0 Review of Previous Minutes  

 
Motion: CW 2024 05 02 H.Wesley/C.Phillips  
That the minutes for the Committee of the Whole meeting of April 9, 2024 be 
approved. – CARRIED.   
 

5.0 Business Arising – n/a 
 
6.0 New Business 
  
6.1 Trustee Initiative Fund Notice of Motion 
 Trustees were referred to the Notice of Motion filed by Trustee Wesley contained in the 

agenda package. 
 

Motion: CW 24 05 03 H.Wesley/J.Fuscaldo 
That the Board allocates the Trustee Initiative Fund equally among all schools for the 
fiscal year 2024 to provide assistance to schools as deemed appropriate by the 
principals. - CARRIED 

 
6.2 Correspondence to Trustees Notice of Motion 

Trustees were referred to the Notice of Motion filed by Trustee Bertram contained in 
the agenda package.  
 
Motion: CW 24 05 04 J. Bertram/J. Fuscaldo 
That all correspondence addressed to the Board of Trustees shall be immediately 
forwarded to all trustees - Deferred 
 

Questions and comments by trustees: Trustee Bertram suggested to redact portions of the 
document. Trustee Wesley suggested that since federations were able to speak to the board, 
the letter in question could be presented. Director Myles expressed concerns about breach of 
privacy. Director Myles suggested that a legal opinion be sought to ensure the Board is 
following all relevant legislation including MFIPPA. He asked the Board to provide him time to 
draft a concise report in order to ensure we are compliant and protecting all staff. Report to 
include all communications in question including the letter under discussion. Consensus 
reached by trustees to defer the motion until the Director drafts a report. Consensus also was 
reached that at the June CW a notice of motion would be presented to discuss the Parry 
Sound Build correspondence. Trustee Wesley spoke to the flow of correspondence between 
trustees and staff noting it is acceptable and speaks to the community interest of keeping 
McDougall open. Interim Chair St. Pierre thanked trustees for the discussion. 
 
6.3 Environmental Responsibility Policy Notice of Motion 

Trustees were referred to the Notice of Motion filed by Trustee Fuscaldo contained in 
the agenda package. Trustee Fuscaldo clarified that the report was merely an example 
of what might be produced once a committee had been struck. After several minutes of 
discussion, Trustee Phillips called the question without a motion citing time constraints 
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due to a water issue in the building. Trustee Steer, through the chair, voiced that he 
wished to speak. He was denied due to the time constraints and the motion was called. 
 
Motion: CW 24 05 05 J. Fuscaldo/J.Bertram 
That the Board accepts the working document entitled “Development of Environmental 
Responsibility Policy” and forwards to the next Bylaw Review Committee prior to 
bringing it back to the Board for final approval. – CARRIED 

 
6.4 Environmental Responsibility Committee Notice of Motion 

Trustees were referred to the Notice of Motion filed by Trustee Fuscaldo contained in 
the agenda package. Trustee Fuscaldo stated she would be deferring her notice of 
motion at this time to September.  

 
 
7.0 New Business – n/a 
 
8.0 Motion to Adjourn 

 
Motion: CW 24-04-04 L.Sargent/C.Phillips 
That we do now adjourn at 6:40 pm. – CARRIED.  
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Title: 
Notice of Motion – Ministry Guidance on Community Request to Save 
McDougall Public School 

Contact:   Julie Ann Bertram 

Date Submitted: May 24, 2024 

Mandate: In alignment with NNDSB Bylaw 102, TRUSTEE Bertram provided notice to 
the Secretary of the Board, Director Myles, requesting an item be placed on 
the agenda for discussion during the June 11 Committee of the Whole 
meeting.  
 
 

Background:  Historical Context from the Final JK-12 School Project Report 2021 
 
The NNDSB approved motions on Oct.23 2012 and Nov.27 2012 to 
establish an Accommodations Review involving the relocation of the Grade 
7/8 students from William Beaty, Nobel, and McDougall Schools to Parry 
Sound High School and the relocation of the JK-6 students from Nobel 
School to McDougall School. 
 
At the fourth public meeting, the ARC facilitator sought community input on a 
recommended solution, which was to close Nobel and McDougall Public 
Schools and close Parry Sound High School – Students would be relocated 
to a new K-8 elementary school and a new 9-12 high school located on one 
campus. The Board-preferred option to move the Grade 7/8 students from 
William Beatty to Parry Sound High School formed part of the transition 
period. 
 
As a result, the Parry Sound Intermediate School was established for the 
Grade 7/8 William Beatty students and located within the existing Parry 
Sound High School. 
 
The Board’s request to the Ministry was for the construction of a 1,171-pupil 
school at approx.. $32.4 million including demolition costs. The planned 
completion date was 2016-17. 
 
In 2018, pre-Covid, the construction cost per square foot was $233.20 as 
confirmed by the Board’s consultant and the size of the school was approx.. 
141,000 square feet. 
 
Ministry staff suggested that the JK-6 students could be accommodated at 
the Parry Sound Public School, built and opened in 2015. This was based on 
the projected utilization of the school being at 58% by 2027-28 – Current 
utilization rate (2023-24) is 84% (504 spaces and 421 students) 
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The new funding approval reflected an 815-pupil school (238 elementary and 
577 secondary) with the addition of 6 hexagon-shaped portables. 
 
Elementary student populations as per the Oct. 2023 Board report that are 
included in the JK-12 Build: 
McDougall: 176 
Nobel: 189 
Parry Sound Intermediate: 102 
TOTAL: 467 
 
 
Studies on the Safety, Achievement and Wellbeing of Students in 
Portables (Augustos Riveros – Western University) 
 
“Portable classrooms are modular structures used when schools cannot 
accommodate growing student populations. They can provide relief in 
overcrowded schools while permanent accommodations are being built, but 
there are concerns about their use” 
 

- “Schools with temporary structures tend to have lower attendance 
rates and declines in academic achievement.” 

- “Student misbehaviours tended to occur when travelling between the 
portables and the main building.” 

- Students in permanent classrooms expressed more positive attitudes 
toward their school than their peers who were placed in portables.” 

- “Portables have a small negative impact on reading and language 
achievement.” 

- “While portable classrooms may alleviate overcrowding in the 
permanent section of the building, the associated increase in overall 
student numbers often causes congestion in common areas, such as 
offices, gyms, libraries, and cafeterias. The concern is that portables 
only address classroom-level capacity issues, but common areas 
remain crowded, which may create inhospitable environments for 
students.” 

- “The distance between the portables and the main buildings may 
create a disconnect in case of an emergency.” 

- “Studies on environmental conditions of portable classrooms have 
reported concerns with indoor air quality, temperature control, noise 
levels, water, leaks and mould.” 

 
 
 
 
 
Urban Exodus to Rural Ontario: Trends from Statistics Canada 
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“As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, there has been a visible migration of 
urban populations into rural communities, economies, and environments.” 
(University of Guelph, School of Environmental Design and Rural 
Development) 
 
 

Resolution: Whereas, the NNDSB is deeply committed to fostering an environment that 
promotes student achievement and wellbeing; 
 
Whereas, research indicates that the physical learning environment plays a 
critical role in the cognitive and emotional development of children; 
 
Whereas, the use of portables as temporary classrooms raises concerns 
about the adequacy of facilities, including space, safety, and access to 
essential educational resources which are crucial to maintaining high 
standards of student achievement; 
 
Whereas, the NNDSB reaffirms its dedication to creating and maintaining 
educational environments that maximize student achievement, personal 
growth, and wellbeing; 
 
Whereas, the current JK-12 school plan includes elementary school space 
designed for only 235 students, necessitating the use of permanent 
portables without viable options for expansion that avoid mixing elementary 
and secondary students, contrary to the original accommodation review 
recommendations; 
 
Whereas, from September 2022 to present, the West Parry Sound 
Townships have communicated their concerns to the NNDSB regarding the 
reduced size of the building and the reliance on portable classrooms. (The 
concerns are supported by the 2021 census data indicating a 13% 
population growth since 2016) 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the NNDSB acknowledges the recommendation from 
Municipalities to consider retaining McDougall Public School – that the 
NNDSB formally requests that the Ministry of Education accounts for 
updated enrolment figures and the utilization of long-term portables in this 
expanding northern community – that the NNDSB seeks comprehensive 
guidance that addresses the needs of the affected communities, ensuring 
that student well-being remains a top priority. 
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 Title: Notice of Motion – Disposition and sale of Widdifield SS  

Contact:   Trustee Fuscaldo 

Date Submitted: May 24 2024 

Mandate: In alignment with NNDSB Bylaw 102, Trustee Fuscaldo provided notice to 
the Secretary of the Board, Director Myles, requesting an item be placed on 
the agenda for discussion during the June Committee of the Whole meeting.  

Background:  Whereas on September 26, 2017, Trustees passed a motion to consolidate 
the three North Bay area secondary schools into two, approving Chippewa 
as the north site and West Ferris as the south site (Widdifield would be 
closed), at the Public Board Meeting. 
 
Whereas Widdifield ceased operational functions as a school as of 
September 2020, when its former students were dispersed between 
Chippewa Secondary School and West Ferris.Capital Plan 
(nearnorthschools.ca) 
 
Whereas it was noted in the school information profile report as part of the 
ARC process,School-Information-Profile-Chippewa-1.pdf (nearnorthschools.ca) 
Pg 5 . located on the Chippewa HS grounds, The track around the main field 
– usable due to safety concerns.  
 
Whereas the North Bay Consolidation committee has not met since June 
6/2023, at which time the two former schools EW Norman PS and ET 
Carmichael PS were declared surplus and have since been sold. However, 
plans for the former Widdifield SS were not presented. 
 
Whereas as per our Capital Plan states that “The Near North District School 
Board is committed to optimizing the use of board-owned assets. This may 
be achieved by establishing facility partnerships for co-building opportunities 
when undertaking major capital projects, the leasing of space within current 
assets, the disposition of properties and engaging in long term planning. 
Capital planning activities will be well informed, well-coordinated, 
transparent, sustainable and supportive of student achievement and well-
being.” 
 
And Whereas Ontario Regulation 374/23 Acquisition and Disposition of Real 
Property.  Effective Dec 23 2023 , states “a school board can sell or lease 
property no longer necessary for its long-term needs (surplus). However, if a 
school board is not currently using a property and will not be using it within 
the next 10 years to meet student needs, they must sell it.” 
 

https://www.nearnorthschools.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Capital-Plan-2020.pdf
https://www.nearnorthschools.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Capital-Plan-2020.pdf
https://www.nearnorthschools.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/School-Information-Profile-Chippewa-1.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r23374
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r23374
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And whereas the expedited sale of the property formerly known as Widdifield 
SS could be sold to fund the much-needed repairs to the track and field at 
Chippewa SS, among other initiatives, thereby providing students 
opportunities to participate in track and field events at CSS, which 
contributes to student success and wellbeing.  

Resolution: Be it resolved that Director of the Near North District School Board provide a 
report to the Board of Trustee’s at our September Committee of the whole 
meeting, regarding the feasibility of moving forward expediently with the sale 
and disposition of the property located at 320 Ski club Rd North Bay, P1B 
7R2 , formerly known as Widdifield SS.  


