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At the Near North District School Board, we value and embrace students and 
employees with diverse backgrounds, identities, and personal experiences.   

“Our schools should be places where students not only learn about diversity but also 
experience it. Students should see themselves and their classmates reflected in their 

studies. Students and families should expect their interactions with their school 
community to leave them feeling accepted for who they are. All students should 

believe in their potential and know that they will be supported along the way from 
Kindergarten to Grade 12 and beyond, no matter what pathway they choose. (Equity 

Action Plan 2017) 



Students experience teaching and learning that is reflective of their needs and of who they are. In 
order to ensure that all students feel safe, accepted and inspired to succeed in a culture of high 

expectations for learning, schools and classrooms must be responsive to culture. “Culturally 
Responsive Pedagogy” or Culturally Responsive Teaching recognizes that all students learn differently 
and that these differences may be connected to background, language, family structure and social or 

cultural identity.  

While this calendar is not meant to be comprehensive or exhaustive, every attempt has been made to 
ensure its accuracy.  Information contained in this calendar have been sourced from many different 
websites. Islam dates are tentative as some vary based on the sighting of the moon.  The dates for 

Christianity are based on the Gregorian calendar unless specified as Julian (J).  

This calendar contains a number of resources that can be found in your school libraries and/or 
Classroom Support Centres.  



Resources:

SEPTEMBER 2021

When Phiyllis Webstad (nee Jack) 
turned six, she went to the residential 
school for the first time.  On her first 
day at school, she wore a shiny orange 
shirt that her Granny had bought for 
her, but when she got to the school it 
was taken away from her and never 
returned.  This is the true story of 
Phyllis and her orange shirt.  It is also 
the story of Orange Shirt Day (an 
important day of remembrance for all).

Parry Sound High School students 
Taylor Judge, Gracie Crafts, Sara 
Burns, Mackenzie Elwes, and 
Dawson Bloor researched recent 
school history and collaborated to 
create the illustrated book Building 
Our Bridge: Our Journey of 
Reconciliation.  "We wanted to 
pass this information on to the 
generations coming after us so that 
we can continue building this bridge 
that we've created so far.”

Guided by acclaimed 
Indigenous author Monique 
Gray Smith, readers will learn 
about the lives of Survivors 
and listen to allies who are 
putting the findings of the Truth 
and Reconciliation 
Commission into action.

Here, Wallace Edwards explores 
peace and invites young readers to 
think about what that means to 
them. Through a series of linked 
questions combined with Edwards's 
singular art, the concept of peace is 
picked up, shaken, turned all 
around, and carefully examined 
from every angle.

The Peace Book delivers positive and 
hopeful messages of peace in an 
accessible, child-friendly format 
featuring Todd Parr's trademark bold, 
bright colors and silly scenes. Perfect 
for the youngest readers, this book 
delivers a timely and timeless message 
about the importance of friendship, 
caring, and acceptance.

Using real world examples, Why Do 
We Fight? teaches kids to recognize 
the structures, factors, and complex 
histories that go into creating conflicts, 
whether personal or global — as well 
as the similarities between both. 
They'll be given tools to seek out 
information, enabling them to make 
informed opinions while learning to 
respect that others may form different 
ones.



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Bike to school Week 
September 28-October 1 

1 

 Installation of Holy Scriptures 
of Guru Granth Sahib 

Sikhism

2 3 

  

Paryushan Parva 
Jainism

4

5 

International 
Literacy Day 

Back to School

6 
 

Rosh Hashanah 
Judaism

9 10 

 Ganesh Chaturthi 
Hinduism

 11 

 

Coptic New Year/Nayrouz (J) 
Christianity

12 
Grandparent’s 

Day  

Anniversary of the Tatsunokuchi 
Persecution 

Buddhism

13 14 15 16 

Independence Day 
(Mexico) 

  

Yom Kippur 
Judaism

17 18 

Powley Day 19 

  

Samvatsari/Paryushan Parva ends 
/Daslakshan Parva begins 

Jainism Anant Chaturdashi 
Hinduism/Jainism

20 
Gender Equality 

Week 
  

Sukkot 
20-27 

Judaism

21 

 Festival of Higan-e 
Buddhism 

22 
Fall Equinox  

Eihei Dogen Kigen Memorial 
Buddhism

23 24 
Gender Equality 

Week

25 
Franco-Ontarian 

Day

27 
Truth and 

Reconciliation Week 
September 27-October 1 

Sukkot 
20-27 

Judaism

28 
  

Arba’een 
Islam 

 Shemini Atzeret 
Judaism

30 

Orange Shirt Day  

Mdaamini Giizis 
Corn Moon

Rosh Hashanah 
Judaism

29 

 
Terry Fox School Day 

Rowan’s Law Day 
 Simchat Torah 

Judaism

7 

  
Birth Date of H. H. Sakya Trizin 

Buddhism

26 

September Notes:
September 8: International Literacy Day 
Aims to highlight the importance of literacy to individuals, 
communities and societies.

September 10: World Suicide Prevention Day 
This is an awareness day observed on 10 September every year, to 
raise awareness that suicide can be prevented.

September 19: Powley Day 
Celebrates the Supreme Court Decision which granted Métis 
Harvesting Rights.

September 21: International Day of Peace 
This day is dedicated to World Peace, and specifically the absence of 
war and violence.

September 20-24: Gender Equality Week 
To increase awareness of the significant and substantive contributions 
that Canadian women have made and continue to make to the 
growth, development, character and identity of Canada.

September 22: Fall Equinox 
This is considered the first day of Fall.

September 27-Oct.1:TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION WEEK  
This is a 5-day national event that will continue the conversations 
from Every Child Matters. Important conversations including the truths 
of the Indigenous treaties, First Nation, Métis and Inuit land claims, 
and the residential schools system.

September 29: Terry Fox School Run 
Millions of students across Canada take part in this run every year 
raising funds for Cancer Research. This is one of the largest 
fundraising events in Canadian history.

September 29: Rowan’s Law Day 
The last Wednesday of each September has been designated as 
Rowan's Law Day in Ontario to help raise awareness about 
concussion safety.

September 30: Orange Shirt Day 
This day is held annually and is designed to educate people and 
promote awareness about the Indian Residential school system and 
the impact this system has had on Indigenous communities.



Resources:

OCTOBER 2021

In this thoughtful story about 
understanding and acceptance, 
Christine Baldacchino’s warm text 
demonstrates the role imagination 
often plays for children dealing with 
anxiety, and the power of a child 
expressing their feelings to a parent 
who is there to listen. Carmen Mok’s 
charming illustrations perfectly 
capture Violet’s emotions and the 
vibrancy of her imagination. A 
valuable contribution to books 
addressing mental health.

HOPE is our children's window for 
a better tomorrow. In terms of 
resilience and well-being, hope is 
a critically important predictor of 
success. This creative story from 
the best-selling author of My 
Mouth is a Volcano!, and Bubble 
Gum Brain, reminds children that 
dark clouds can be temporary and 
asking for help is always okay.

Empower young readers to 
embrace their individuality, reject 
societal limitations, and follow their 
dreams. This inspiring picture book 
brings together a poem by 
acclaimed author Angela Johnson 
and Nina Crews's distinctive 
photocollage illustrations to 
celebrate girls of colour.

This gorgeous, lyrical ode to loving 
who you are, respecting others, 
and being kind to one another 
comes from Empire actor and 
activist Grace Byers and talented 
newcomer artist Keturah A. Bobo

What makes Elsie beautiful? 
Is it her flower patterned 
twirly dress? 
Or her pink strawberry 
sparkle lip gloss? 
An important lesson of 
INNER beauty that will stay 
with children for a lifetime!

The World Around Us series introduces 
children to complex cultural, social and 
environmental issues that they may 
encounter outside their homes, in a way 
that is accessible. Sidebars offer further 
reading for older children or care providers 
who have bigger questions. For younger 
children just starting to make these 
observations, the simple question-and-
answer format of the main text will provide 
a foundation of knowledge on the subject 
matter.



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Bike to school Week 
September 28-October 1 

Binaakwii Giizis 
Falling Leaves 

Moon

1 

3 
Mental Illness 

Awareness Week 
Begins 

World Communion Day  
(Christianity)

4 5 

World Teacher’s Day 

 Bodhidharma Memorial 
Buddhism

6 7 

Sharad Navratri Begins 
Hinduism

8 9 

Mental Illness 
Awareness Week 

Ends  

10 11 

Thanksgiving Day

12 

Day of the Race 
(Mexico)

13 

 Nichiren Shonin Memorial 
Buddhism

14 

Vijaya Dashmi/Dassehra 
Hinduism

18 

Milad-un-Nabi 
Islam

19 20 

  

Kathina begins 
Buddhism 

 Installation of the Guru Granth 
as Guru 
Sikhism

21 

  

Pavarana 
Buddhism

22 23 

  

Karva Chauth 
Hinduism

25 

  

Lord Mahavir Nirvana 
Jainsm

26 

  
New Year/Enlightenment 

Day of Gautamswami 
Jainism

28 29 30

31 October is… 

Women’s History Month 
Canadian Library Month 
Islamic History Month

15 

 
Canadian Library 

Worker’s day  
Sharad Navratri Ends 

Hinduism  
Durga Ashtami 

Hinduism

27 24 

17

2 

National Custodian 
Day

Disability 
Awareness Month

National School Bus 
Safety Week Oct.18-22

October Notes:
October 4: World Habitat Day 
The purpose of this day is to reflect on the basic right of all to 
have adequate shelter.

October 10: World Mental Health Day 
The overall objective is to raise awareness of mental health 
issues around the world. 

October 11: International Day of the Girl Child 
A day to promote girl’s empowerment and highlight the 
challenges that girls face around the world.

October 11: Thanksgiving 
Thanksgiving is celebrated the second Monday of October.  
The original idea was a celebration of the harvest while it has 
become a day for gathering to give thanks in general.  
Indigenous peoples have a history of celebrating the fall 
harvest that predates the arrival of European settlers. 

October 16: World Food Day 
This day is dedicated to tackling global hunger.

October 17: International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 
This is an opportunity to acknowledge the effort and struggle 
of people living in poverty.

October 18: Person’s Day 
This commemorates the day when England’s Privy Council 
decided that women were indeed persons and therefore 
entitled to all the rights of person’s under the law.

October 24: United Nations Day 
Highlights, celebrates and reflects on the work of the United 
Nations.

October 27: Ontario Dress Purple Day 
Children’s Aid Societies across the province partner with 
boards of education, schools and child care to speak up for 
every child and youth’s rights to safety and well-being.



Resources:

NOVEMBER 2021

We Are All Treaty People is the 
illustrated history to promote 
understanding of treaties for all 
people in Ontario. Written by 
Maurice Switzer, with coloured 
drawings by Charley Herbert, the 
book offers students and educators 
a brief look at the history of treaties 
from the Anishinabek perspective.

With the perfect examples, this book 
offers, your child will have more 
understanding for others, accept 
diversity, thrive in a multicultural and 
inclusive environment, and show 
more empathy. Throughout the story, 
little superhero Lucas will learn what 
kindness means and understand what 
it is like to be kind, sensitive, caring, 
and generous.

When We Are Kind celebrates simple acts of 
everyday kindness and encourages children 
to explore how they feel when they initiate and 
receive acts of kindness in their lives. 
Celebrated author Monique Gray Smith has 
written many books on the topics of resilience 
and reconciliation and communicates an 
important message through carefully chosen 
words for readers of all ages.

One of the most important social 
skills a child can learn is empathy. 
Being able to understand how 
another person is feeling and 
recognizing their needs helps people 
to connect to one another across 
race, culture and the diversity that is 
ever-present and so important to our 
world. This charming story uses 
verse, beautiful illustrations and a 
little person called Quinn to model 
the meaning of empathy.

When a young boy is assigned a 
project about the fur trade by his 
teacher, he doesn’t know who to turn 
to because his mom works all day. 
With help from his grandfather and 
the internet, they travel back in time 
and discover how the fur trade 
began, a new people emerged, the 
Métis’ role in the fur trade, Louis Riel 
and the Red River Resistance, and 
the reason behind a holiday named 
Louis Riel Day.

Children are often told by many 
different people about what toys 
they're supposed to play with, 
what interests they should have, 
and who they should be simply 
because of their gender. This 
stereotype-breaking book invites 
children to examine what they're 
told "boy" and "girl" activities are 
and encourages them to play with 
whatever they want to and to be 
exactly who they are!



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

November 5-11 
Veterans Week

1 
Treaty Education 

Week Begins 
  

All Saints Day Christianity

2 3 

Take our Kids to Work 
Day

4 
National Stress 
Awareness Day 

  

Diwali/Deepavali 
Hinduism/Jainism 

  
Bandi Chhor Divas 

Sikhism

5 
Treaty Education 

Week Ends 

 Hindu New Year 
Hinduism

6 

  

Birth of the Báb 
Bahá’í

7 
Inuit Day  

Indigenous World 
View  

Birth of the Bahá’u’lláh 
Bahá’í

8 

 Gyan Panchami 
Jainism

9 10 11 12 13

14 15 
Bully Prevention 

Week NNDSB 
Begins  

 Nativity Fast begins (40 days) (J) 
Christianity 

16 17 

Pink Shirt Day 

18 

  

Dev Diwali 
Jainism

19  
PD Day  

Bully Prevention 
Week NNDSB Ends 

  

Birth of Guru Nanak 
Sikhism

20  
Transgender Day of 

Remembrance 

Universal Children’s 
Day 

21 22 23 24 

 Martyrdom of Guru Teg Bahadur 
Sikhism 

25 

  

Day of the Covenant 
Bahá’í

26 27 

  

Ascension of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá 
Bahá’í

28 

Chanukah begins 
Judaism 

 First Day of Advent 
Christianity

29 Mtikmeg Giizis 
Whitefish Moon

30 

November Notes:
November 1-5 Treaty Education Week 
This week honours the importance of treaties and helps people learn 
more about treaty rights and treaty relationships. 

November 11: Remembrance Day 
This day is to remember and honour the members of the armed forces 
who have died in the line of duty.

November 13: World Kindness Day 
This is a day to bring attention to kindness and acts of kindness.

November 14: World Diabetes Day 
A global awareness campaign focussing on diabetes is held on this day 
each year. 

November 16: Louis Riel Day 
This is a day to celebrate Métis culture, recognize the many 
contributions of the Métis, and to highlight the struggles that Métis 
continue to face.

November 15-19: Bully Prevention Week 
This week has been set aside each year to help promote safe schools 
and a positive learning environment. 

November 17: Pink Shirt Day 
This is a day when people wear mainly a pink shirt to symbolize a stand 
against bullying.

November 20: Transgender Day of Remembrance 
This day honours the memory of those whose lives were lost in acts of 
anti-transgender violence. 

November 25: International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against 
Women 
This day is to raise awareness to the fact that women around the world 
continue to face violence.  This marks the first day of the 16 Days of 
Activism against Gender-Based Violence, which ends on December 10, 
with International Human Rights Day.

November 30: Giving Tuesday 
This is a global movement for giving and volunteering, taking place each 
year after Black Friday. The “Opening day of the giving season,” it’s a 
time when charities, companies and individuals join together and rally 
for favourite causes.



Resources:

DECEMBER 2021

Feeling different, especially as a kid, can 
be tough. But in the same way that 
different types of plants and flowers make 
a garden more beautiful and enjoyable, 
different types of people make our world 
more vibrant and wonderful.  In Just Ask, 
United States Supreme Court Justice 
Sonia Sotomayor celebrates the different 
abilities kids (and people of all ages) have.

When a boy who stutters feels isolated, 
alone, and incapable of communicating 
in the way he'd like, it takes a kindly 
father and a walk by the river to help 
him find his voice. Through this powerful 
and uplifting story, poet Jordan Scott 
uses his own experiences to reveal 
what it’s like to be a child who feels lost, 
lonely, or unable to fit in. 
Compassionate parents everywhere will 
recognize how they, too, can reconnect 
their children to the world around them.

The Issues 21 Scholastic 
Education book series explores 
cutting-edge social issues 
through an inquiry lens. Each 
non-fiction text promotes critical 
thinking skills with high-interest 
topics and overarching inquiry 
questions that engage students 
in a meaningful way.

Many factors mold and shape 
the Canadian identity. From 
our diverse backgrounds to 
our cultural beliefs, its 
important that every Canadian 
feels accepted. To Be 
Canadian explores the 
essence of what it means to 
be a Canadian, and how 
everyone can make the 
country a better place to live.

"From the Compton's Cafeteria and 
Stonewall riots in the 1960s, to the 
decriminalization of homosexuality, 
and marriage rights, this thoughtful 
title examines the continuing fight for 
LGBTQ human and legal rights. 
Using fascinating primary and 
secondary source material, readers 
will gain insight into this evolving 
rights movement and be encouraged 
to think critically about the concepts 
of rights and freedoms in democratic 
societies.

A girl who spoke out against her 
government for the rights of aboriginal 
children, a boy who walked across his 
country to raise awareness of 
homelessness, and a former child soldier 
who wants to make music not war. Here are 
true stories of kids just like you who are 
standing up for their rights. All of them are 
making a difference for children’s rights. 
Read about how they have made a 
difference.



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

2 3 4

5 7 

  

8 

  

Bodhi Day/Awakening Day 
Buddhism

9 10 11 

  

12 13 

 Birthday of Imam Aga Khan 
Islam

14 

  

 

Maun Agiyaras 
Jainism

15 16 17

19 20 21 

Winter Solstice

22 23 24 

Christmas Eve 
(Christianity)

26 

Boxing Day 
National Holiday

27 28 29 30 31 
New Year’s Eve 

Mnidoo Giisoons 
Little Spirit Moon

18

 
Sanghamitta Day 

Buddhism

Christmas Day 
(Christianity) 

(National Holiday)

6 

 
Chanukah ends 

Judaism

1 

December Notes:
December 1: World AIDS Day 
This is an international day dedicated to raising awareness 
of the AIDS pandemic caused by the spread of HIV infection 
and mourning those who have died of the disease.

December 3: International Day of Persons with Disabilities 
This day promotes awareness and support for issues 
related to the inclusion of persons with disabilities in our 
society.

December 6: National Day of Remembrance and Action on 
Violence Against Women 
The National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence 
against Women is about remembering victims; it is also a 
time to take action by creating a culture of respect. 

December 10: International Human Rights Day 
This day is meant to build awareness of the Declaration of 
Human Rights as the common standard of achievement for 
all people and all nations.

December 18: International Migrants Day 
International Migrants Day aims to raise awareness about 
the challenges and difficulties of international migration.

December 22:  School Holidays Begin

December 21: Winter Solstice 
This is considered the first day of Winter.

December 25: Christmas Day 
This is an annual festival commemorating the birth of Jesus, 
observed primarily on December 25 as a religious and 
cultural celebration among billions of people around the 
world. 



Resources:

JANUARY 2022

Even as a child, Martin Luther King, Jr. 
was shocked by the terrible and unfair 
way African-American people were 
treated. When he grew up, he decided 
to do something about it—peacefully, 
with powerful words. He helped gather 
people together for nonviolent protests 
and marches, and he always spoke up 
about loving other human beings and 
doing what’s right. He spoke about the 
dream of a kinder future, and bravely 
led the way toward racial equality in 
America.

"A child-friendly introduction to the practice 
of meditation and the benefits of 
mindfulness" (Kirkus Reviews) After a busy 
day of school and activities, Emma likes to 
sit still and breathe, but her little brother is 
wound up like a top. Henry is a lot more fun 
when he’s not storming through the house. 
By showing him how to sit, bow, and 
breathe, Emma helps Henry calm his inner 
hurricane and become as still and clear as 
a glass of lemonade at rest.

In this gentle, poetic young graphic 
novel, Dounia, a grandmother, tells 
her granddaughter the story even 
her son has never heard: how, as a 
young Jewish girl in Paris, she was 
hidden away from the Nazis by a 
series of neighbors and friends who 
risked their lives to keep her alive 
when her parents had been taken 
to concentration camps. 

This compelling true story follows the 
sisters as they confront the daily horrors 
of Auschwitz, protecting one another, 
sharing memories, fears, and even 
laughter—always together. But when 
Rachel becomes ill and is taken away by 
Nazi guards, likely forever, Toby risks her 
own life and uses the well-hidden gold 
coins to rescue her little sister.

When you're mad or worried or 
can't wake up in the morning, 
what can you do? Use the 
amazing superpower that you 
already have―breathing. 

Our newest offering from the 
bestselling creators of Good 
Night Yoga teaches kids fun and 
easy breathing practices based 
on the proven methods of yoga 
and mindfulness meditation.

Between 1933 and 1945, Adolf Hitler and 
the Nazi party were responsible for the 
persecution of millions of Jews across 
Europe. From suffering the horrors of 
Auschwitz, to hiding from Nazi soldiers in 
war-torn Paris, to sheltering from the Blitz 
in England, each true story is a powerful 
testament to the survivors' courage.



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

JAN 17-23  
Name Calling Week 
Words Do Hurt - Name-
Calling Isn't A Joke 
Think Before You 
Speak!

1 

  

Temple Day (Solar New Year)  
Buddhism 

2 3 5 

 Birth of Guru Gobind Singh  
Sikhism

6 

  
  

Epiphany  
Christianity

7 

  

Christmas (J)  
Christianity

8

9 10 

 Linji Memorial Buddhism

11 12 

  

13 

  

Lohri Hinduism  

Maghi Sikhism

14 
  

New Year’s Day (J)  
Christianity 

  
Makar Sankranti Hinduism

15

16 17 18 

 Magha begins 
Buddhism 

 Maha ya na New Year Begins 
Buddhism

19 
  

Epiphany (J) Christianity

20 

Maha ya na New Year Ends  
Buddhism

21 22 

23 24 25  

 Honen Shonin Memorial  
Buddhism

26 27 

FAMILY LITERACY DAY

28 

PD Day

29 

30 31 TBD Chi-booni Giizis 
Big Winter Moon

4 

 

January Notes:
January 1: New Year’s Day (Christianity and 
Canadian Holiday) 
January 1 is the first day of a new year.

January 4: World Braille Day 
This day celebrates the importance of Braille as a 
medium of communication for people who are blind 
and visually impaired. The day aims to promote 
awareness of the braille language, which strives to 
bridge the big divide between ordinary and specially-
abled people.

January 17-23: No Name Calling Week 
GLSEN's No Name-Calling Week, (NNCW) is a week 
organized by K-12 educators and students to end 
name-calling and bullying in schools.

January 17: Martin Luther King Day 
This celebrates the life and achievements of Martin 
Luther King Jr., an influential American Rights 
Leader.

January 27: International  Day of Commemoration of 
the Holocaust 
This is an international memorial day on January 
27th commemorating the tragedy of the Holocaust 
that occurred during the Second World War.

January 27: Family Literacy Day  
This takes place every January 27th to raise 
awareness about the importance of reading and 
engaging in other literacy-related activities as a 
family.

TBD: Bell Let’s Talk Day 
This is an awareness campaign created by 
telecommunications company Bell Canada to raise 
awareness and combat stigma surrounding mental 
illness in Canada.



Resources:

FEBRUARY 2022

Self-worth, confidence and self-esteem are 
three qualities that can give children the 
strength to stand up for themselves and 
others. Join these three characters as they 
share their honest feelings with their dear 
bullies. Watch their internal battle as they 
begin to question the power that their bullies 
have over them. Witness their quiet evolution 
as they take back what is rightfully theirs; 
freedom to live in peace. 

In a novel-in-verse that brims with grief 
and love, National Book Award-winning 
and New York Times bestselling author 
Elizabeth Acevedo writes about the 
devastation of loss, the difficulty of 
forgiveness, and the bittersweet bonds 
that shape our lives.

An important book for readers of 
all ages, this beautifully illustrated 
and engagingly written volume 
brings to life true stories of black 
men in history. Among these 
biographies, readers will find 
aviators and artists, politicians 
and pop stars, athletes and activists.

One seed to start a garden, one 
note to start a melody, one brick to 
start breaking down walls: Every 
movement and moment of change 
starts with purpose, with intention, 
with one. With me. With you. 

The confident Black narrator of this book 
is proud of everything that makes him 
who he is. He's got big plans, and no 
doubt he'll see them through--as he's 
creative, adventurous, smart, funny, and 
a good friend. Sometimes he falls, but 
he always gets back up. And other times 
he's afraid, because he's so often 
misunderstood and called what he is not. 
So slow down and really look and listen, 
when somebody tells you--and shows 
you--who they are. There are 
superheroes in our midst!

A Children's book that Highlights an 
Appreciation for Cultural Heritage, Family 
Traditions and Developing a Strong Sense 
of Self. A mother shares her beloved 
grandmother's story with her daughter. It 
tells of her grandmother's journey from her 
small Caribbean island to a country of big 
dreams, Canada. This beautiful poetic tale 
demonstrates themes of love, belonging, 
and heritage that reminds us of the 
importance of knowing our history and 
ancestry.



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

February is… 

Black History Month 
National Inclusive Education 
Month  
Heart and Stroke Awareness 
Month

1 
Chinese New Year 

 Lunar New Year Buddhism

2 3 4 5 
  

Vasant Panchami 
Hinduism

6 7 

  

9 10 11 12 
  

13 14 

Valentine’s Day

16 

 Magha ends 
Buddhism 

 Maitreya Bodhisattva’s 
Birthday 

Buddh

17 18 19

20 21 22 23 

Pink Shirt Day 

24 25 

 Ayyám-i-Há (Intercalary Days) 
Bahá’í

26 

Ayyám-i-Há (Intercalary Days) 
Bahá’í

27 

Ayyám-i-Há (Intercalary Days) 
Bahá’í

28 

Ayyám-i-Há (Intercalary Days) 
Bahá’í

School  Crossing 
Guard Appreciation 

Month

Mkwa Giizis 
Bear Moon

15 

 
Nirvana Day 

Buddhism

8

 
Nirvana Day 

Jainism

February Notes:
February 1: Chinese New Year 
This is the Chinese festival that celebrates the beginning of a new 
year on the traditional Chinese calendar. Year of the Tiger!

February 2: Ground Hog Day 
Legend has it that watching a groundhog emerge from its burrow can 
determine the weather forecast for the coming weeks. If it is a sunny 
day and the groundhog see its shadow, it will go back to sleep for six 
for weeks of winter.  If the weather is cloudy and the groundhog does 
not see its shadow, it stays outside, meaning that spring will soon 
arrive. 

February 4 World Cancer Day 
A day to come together to honour and remember everyone affected 
by cancer, and take action to change the future of cancer forever.

February 8: Safer Internet Day 
This day promotes a safer and more responsible use of online 
technology by children and young people around the world.

February 15: National Flag of Canada Day 
This day commonly shortened to Flag Day, is observed annually on 
February 15 to commemorate the inauguration of the Flag of Canada 
on that date in 1965.

February 20: World Day of Social Justice: This is an 
international day recognizing the need to promote social 
justice, which includes efforts to tackle issues such as poverty, 
exclusion, gender inequality, unemployment, human rights, and 
social protections.

February 21: Family Day 
Family Day is observed in Ontario on the third Monday in February.  
This holiday celebrates the importance of families and family life.

February 23: Pink Shirt Day 
This day is celebrated on the last Wednesday in February each year.  
Wearing pink symbolizes that we as a society will not tolerate 
bullying anywhere.



Resources:

MARCH 2022

Little Heroes, Big Hearts is a 
compilation of short stories for the 
younger ones who celebrate people 
from all walks of life, belonging to 
different cultures, religions, and 
ethnicities. We all look different but 
have the same thoughts, feelings, and 
wishes. This Book acknowledges the 
similarities and honours the differences 
amongst people from different cultural 
backgrounds.

In The Skin I'm In, listeners saw 
into the life of Maleeka Madison, a 
teen who suffered from the ridicule 
she received because of her dark 
skin color. For decades fans have 
wanted to know the fate of the 
bully who made Maleeka's life 
miserable, Char. Now in Sharon 
Flake's latest and unflinching 
novel, The Life I'm In, we follow 
Charlese Jones, who, with her 
raw, blistering voice speaks the 
truths many girls face, offering 
insight to some of the causes and 
conditions that make a bully.

Covering 25 diverse women 
from early world leaders to 
modern day heroes, What 
Would She Do? is an inspiring 
and empowering illustrated 
guide for today's budding 
young feminists. From historic 
world leaders to brilliant 
scientists, artists, and modern-
day pioneers, What Would She 
Do? shares twenty-five 
incredible women's stories that 
educate and empower.

When a moment of quietly ignored bigotry 
prompted his three-year-old daughter to ask 
"what happened?" David Chariandy began 
wondering how to discuss with his children the 
politics of race. A 
decade later, in a 
newly heated era 
of both struggle 
and divisions, he 
writes a letter to 
his now thirteen-
year-old daughter. 
David is the son of 
Black and South 
Asian migrants 
from Trinidad, and 
he draws upon his 
personal and 
ancestral past, 
including the 
legacies of slavery, 
indenture, and 
immigration, as 
well as the experiences of growing up a visible 
minority within the land of one's birth. In sharing 
with his daughter his own story, he hopes to 
help cultivate within her a sense of identity and 
responsibility that balances the painful truths of 
the past and present with hopeful possibilities 
for the future.

A lyrical, heart-lifting love letter to Black and 
brown children everywhere: reminding them how 
much they matter, that they have always 
mattered, and they always will, from powerhouse 
rising star author Tami Charles and esteemed, 
award-winning illustrator Bryan Collier.

Thirty diverse, award-winning 
authors and illustrators invite you 
into their homes to 
witness the conversations they 
have with their children about 
race in America today in this 
powerful call-to-action that invites 
all families to be anti-racists and 
advocates for change.



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

March is… 

Nutrition Month 
National  

 Month of Fasting 
Bahá’í March 2-20

1 
Shrove Tuesday 

Ayyám-i-Há (Intercalary Days) 
 Maha Shivratri 

Hinduism  
Isra’a and Mi’raj 

Islam

2 

Ash Wednesday 
(Christianity)

3 

 Losar (Tibetan New Year) 
Buddhism

4 5

6 7 
  

Clean Monday  
Christianity

8 9 10 11 
March Break Begins 

National Covid-19 
Day of Observance 

12

13 

Daylight Savings 

14 

Common Wealth Day 
  

Memorial of Shan-tao/ 
Zendo Daishi 

Buddhism

15 16 

Purim  
Judaism

17 
St. Patrick’s Day  

  

Purim  
Judaism 

Holi 
Hinduism

18 
March Break Ends 

 Mid-Sha’ban 
Islam 

 Hola Mohalla 
Sikhism 

Holi 
Hinduism

19 

 Naw Ruz (New Year) 
Bahá’í 

Hola Mohalla 
Sikhism

20 
First Day of Spring 

International Day of 
Happiness 

 Festival of Higan-e 
BuddhismHola Mohalla 

Sikhism  
Naw Ruz (New Year) 

Bahá’í

21 
International Day of 
Elimination of Racial 

Discrimination 

World Down syndrome 
Day 

 Eid-e-Navroz 
Islam

22 23 24 
Purple Day

25 26 

Purple Day 

EARTH HOUR  

27 

 

28 29 30 31 Ziisbaakdoke 
Giizis 

Sugar Moon

March Notes:
March 8: International Women’s Day 
This is a worldwide event with a human rights theme, highlighting 
the social, economic, cultural and political achievements and 
contributions made by women.

March 11: National Covid-19 Day of Observance 
The Government of Canada is designating March 11, 2021, as a 
National Day of Observance to commemorate the people who lost 
their lives and the significant impacts we have all felt because of 
COVID-19.

March 20: International Day of Happiness 
The philosophy behind the day is that the “pursuit of happiness” is 
a basic human right and goal. There is a basic assumption that, in 
order to promote world happiness initiatives should take place to 
eradicate poverty, establish equality, and protect the environment. 

March 21: International Day of Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
This day aims to encourage people to remember their obligation 
and determination to combat racial discrimination. 

March 21: World Down syndrome Day 
On this day, people with Down syndrome and those who live and 
work with them throughout the world organize and participate in 
activities and events to raise public awareness and create a single 
global voice for advocating for the rights, inclusion and well-being 
of people with Down syndrome. (Rock your Socks -Down 
syndrome Day)

March 22: World Water Day 
This day is about tackling the water crisis by addressing the 
reasons why so many people can’t access the water they need. 

March 26: Purple Day 
This is an international grassroots effort dedicated to increasing 
awareness about Epilepsy.

March 26: Earth Hour 
This event encourages individuals, communities and businesses to 
turn off their lights for one hour as a symbol of commitment to the 
planet.



Resources:

APRIL 2022

Inspired by the many Indigenous-led 
movements across North America, We 
Are Water Protectors issues an urgent 
rallying cry to safeguard the Earth’s 
water from harm and corruption―a bold 
and lyrical picture book written by Carole 
Lindstrom and vibrantly illustrated by 
Michaela Goade.

Prepare to learn all about Earth from the point-of-view of 
Earth herself! In this funny yet informative book, filled to 
the brim with kid-friendly facts, readers will discover key 
moments in Earth’s life, from her childhood more than 
four billion years ago all the way up to present day. 
Beloved children's book author Stacy McAnulty helps 
Earth tell her story, and award-winning illustrator David 
Litchfield brings the words to life. The book includes back 
matter with even more interesting tidbits.

Logan Osborne knows he likes boys, but has not come 
out to his family or at school, and no one knows that he 
likes to sometimes wear girls' clothes and makeup. 
When he starts at a school for the arts he finds a wider 

range of gender and orientation 
being accepted. Logan is 
attracted to Kyle, who has gay 
dads. But Kyle is straight. 
Logan finds he doesn't like the 
way gay boys treat him, and a 
disturbing hookup with a boy 
who is fetishistic about Logan's 
half-Asian background makes 
Logan even more confused 
about what he wants and who 
he is.  Encouraged and 
supported by his friends at 
school, Logan experiments with 
nail polish and more feminine 
clothes in public. Logan begins 

questioning his gender and 
decides to use they pronouns while trying to figure 
things out. Logan meets a classmate's chosen mother, 
who is a transgender Chinese woman, and begins to 
come to terms with their gender identity. Realizing they 
are not a gay boy, but a transgender girl, Logan asks 
for people to call them Veronica. As a girl, does 
Veronica stand a chance with Kyle?

When Charlie’s class has to do a class 
project on trains, can he use his SEN 
Superpowers to help his group get the 
job done? SEN Superpowers: The 
Perfect Project explores the topic of 
autism with an empowering story and 
adorable illustrations.

When young Temple was diagnosed with 
autism, no one expected her to talk, let 
alone become one of the most powerful 
voices in modern science. Yet, the 
determined visual thinker did just that. 
Her unique mind allowed her to connect 
with animals in a special way, helping her 
invent groundbreaking improvements for 
farms around the globe! 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

April is… 

National Autism 
Awareness  Month 
Earth Month 
Sikh Heritage Month 
Genocide Awareness 
Month

Nmebin Giizis 
Sucker Moon

  

April 15-23 
Pesach (Passover) 

Judaism

1 2 

 Chaitra/Chithirai (New Year) 
begins 

Hinduism Vasant Navratri begins 
Hinduism

3 

Ramadan begins (fasting month) 
Islam

4 5 6 7 

World Health 
Day  

8 9 
Vimy Ridge Day  

10 

 Rama Navami 
Hinduism

11 12 13 
International Day 

of Pink 
 Vaisakhi 
Sikhism  

Vaisakhi/Baisakhi 
Hinduism

14 
 Sikh New Year 

Sikhism 
Vaisakhi 
Sikhism 

 Mahavir Jayanti (Birthday) 
Jainism 

15 

Good Friday 
(Christianity) 

16 
  

Therava da New Year 
Buddhism

17 

 Easter 
Christianity

18 

Easter Monday 
(Canadian Holiday) 

  

19 20 

 First Day of Ridvan 
Bahá’í 

21 22 

  

Good Friday (J) 
Christianity

23 

24 

  

Easter (J) 
Christianity

25  

Easter Monday (J) 
Christianity

26  28 
National Day of 

Mourning for Persons 
Killed or Injured at Work 

Yom HaShoah 
Judaism 

 Nichiren Foundation Day 
Buddhism 

 Ninth Day of Ridvan 
Baha’i

29 

 Jumatul Widha 
Islam  

 Lailat-ul-Qadr 
Islam

30 

 Chaitra/Chithirai (New Year) 
ends 

Hinduism

27 

 
Yom HaShoah 

Judaism

April Notes:
April 2: Autism Awareness Day 
A day when people come together to raise awareness of Autism 
Spectrum Disorder (ASD).

April 6: Tartan Day 
Tartans of all varieties are worn on Tartan Day, which recognizes 
and celebrates the contributions of the Scots and their 
descendants in Canada. 

April 7: World Health Day 
A (WHO) World Health Organization observance meant to raise 
awareness of the need to improve global health.

April 9: Vimy Ridge Day 
This is a day to commemorate the deaths and casualties of 
members of the Canadian Corps in the Battle of Vimy Ridge, 
which took place during the First World War.

April 13: International Day of Pink 
Take a stand and wear pink -working together to prevent 
homophobic and transphobic bullying.

April 22: Earth Day 
This is an annual event celebrated around the world to 
demonstrate support for environmental protection.

April 28: National Day of Mourning for Persons Killed or Injured 
at Work 
Every year on April 28 we pay our respects to, and remember, the 
thousands of workers who have been killed, injured or suffered 
illness as a result of work-related incidents.

April 24-April 30: National Volunteer Week 
This is an opportunity to recognize and thank all the thousands of 
volunteers across the country who keep many organizations 
running, communities safe and provide services that otherwise 
would not exist without volunteers.



Resources:

MAY 2022

Topics such as race, gender, politics, 
religion, and sexuality are part of our 
students' lives, yet when these subjects 
are brought up to school teachers, they 
often struggle with how to respond. 
Being the Change is based on the idea 
that people can develop skills and 
habits to serve them in the 
comprehension of social issues. Sara 
K. Ahmed identifies and unpacks the 
skills of social comprehension, 
providing teachers with tools and 
activities that help students make 
sense of themselves and the world as 
they navigate relevant topics in today's 
society.

When a teacher asks the children in her 
class to think about what makes their 
families special, the answers are all 
different in many ways — but the same in 
the one way that matters most of all.  As 
her classmates describe who they live 
with and who loves them — family of 
every shape, size and every kind of 
relation — the child realizes that as long 
as her family is full of caring people, it is 
special. A warm and whimsical look at 
many types of families, written by award-
winning author Sara O’Leary, with quirky 
and sweet illustrations by Qin Leng.

A young girl plays dress up with her 
mother’s headscarves, feeling her 
mother’s love with every one she tries 
on. Charming and vibrant illustrations 
showcase the beauty of the diverse 
and welcoming community in this 
portrait of a young Muslim American 
girl’s life.

A playdate extravaganza transforms 
into a joyful celebration of friendship, 
love, and identity as four young 
friends sashay out of all the closets, 
dress up in a wardrobe fit for kings 
and queens, and discover the 
wonders of their imagination. In The 
GayBCs, A bonus glossary offers 
opportunities for further discussion 
of complete terms, communities, and 
inclusive identities.

Amy loves craft time at school. But when 
her teacher asks everyone to make their 
own dragon, Amy feels stuck. Her first 
dragon has a long, wingless body, stag-
like horns, and eagle claws, but her 
friends don’t think it’s a real dragon. Then 
she makes dragons like theirs, but none 
of them feels quite right...None of them 
feels like hers.  After school, a story from 
Grandma sparks new inspiration, and 
Amy rounds up her family to help her. 
Together, can they make Amy’s perfect 
dragon?

Sakura's dad gets a new job in 
America, so she and her parents 
make the move from their home in 
Japan. When she arrives in the 
States, most of all she misses her 
grandmother and the cherry 
blossom trees, under which she and 
her grandmother used to play and 
picnic. She wonders how she'll ever 
feel at home in this new place, with 
its unfamiliar language and 
landscape. 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 

School Principal’s 
Day 

  

Ramadan ends 
Islam 

Twelfth Day of Ridvan  
Bahá’í

2 
Education Week 

Begins  

Music Monday 
  

Eid-ul-Fitr 
Islam

3 4 

Star Wars Day

6 
Education 
Week Ends 

  

  

Wesak/Buddha Day 
Buddhism

7

8 

Education Support Staff   
Appreciation Day

9 10 

Bear Witness Day 
(Jordan’s Principle)

   11 12 13 14 

  

15 16 18 

 Buddha’s Birth Date 
Buddhism

19 

  

20 

National Bike To 
Work Day

21

22 23 

  

Declaration of the Báb 
Bahá’í

24 

 

25 26 27 28 

  

Ascension of Bahá’u’lláh 
Bahá’í

29 

  

30 31 
  

May is… 

Asian Heritage Month 
Dutch Heritage Month 
Jewish Heritage Month 
Mental Health Awareness 
Month 
Hearing Loss Awareness 
Month

Waabogowan 
Giizis 

Flower Moon

5 

    17 

  

May Notes:
May 2-6: Education Week 
This is an annual event celebrated by school boards and schools 
across the province.  It is a time for students, teachers and 
parents to celebrate excellence and student achievement. 

May 2: Music Monday 
Music Monday brings us together to demonstrate our immense 
love for music and the important role it plays in the shaping of 
young lives.

May 5: National Day of Awareness for Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls 
This day honours and remembers all missing and murdered 
Indigenous women, girls. May 5th is also known as Red Dress 
Day, as we wear red to draw attention to missing and murdered 
Indigenous women, girls and two spirit people and as a call for all 
Canadians to remember and to take action.

May 10: Bear Witness Day (Jordan’s Principle) 
Jordan’s Principle is a child’s first principle and legal rule named 
in memory of Jordan River Anderson. It ensures First Nations 
children receive the services and supports they need when they 
need them.

May 15: International Day of Families 
This is an opportunity to promote awareness of issues relating to 
families and to increase knowledge of the social, economic and 
demographic processes affecting them. 

May 17: International Day Against Homophobia and Transphobia 
This day is to raise awareness of LGBTQ2S+ rights violations 
and to stimulate rights work in this area worldwide.

May 23: Queen Victoria Day 
This day is in honour of Queen Victoria’s Birthday.

May 31: World No Tobacco Day 
This will increase the awareness of the negative impact that 
tobacco has on people’s lung health. 



Resources:

JUNE 2022

Twelve-year-old Fishel (Fish) Rosner 
doesn’t like regular “boy” things. He hates 
sports and would prefer to read or do 
crafts instead of climbing trees or riding 
dirt bikes with his friends. He also loves to 
dance. But all his interests are considered 
“girly.” Fish doesn’t get why that’s a bad 
thing. He’s just interested in different 
things than other boys. When he asks his 
Bubby to teach him to knit, she tells him 
to go play outside. When he begs his 
mom to take him to Zumba, she enrols 
him in water polo instead. Why does 
everyone else get to decide what Fish 
should or shouldn't do?

One Earth profiles Black, Indigenous 
and People of Color who live and work 
as environmental defenders. Through 
their individual stories, the book shows 
that the intersection of environment 
and ethnicity is an asset to achieving 
environmental goals. The twenty short 
biographies introduce readers to 
diverse activists from all around the 
world, who are of many ages and 
ethnicities.

The inspiring true story of how 
one African woman began a 
movement to recycle the plastic 
bags that were polluting her 
community. Something had to 
change.  Isatou Ceesay was 
that change. She found a way 
to recycle the bags and 
transform her community. This 
inspirational true story shows 
how one person's actions really 
can make a difference in our 
world.

When Indonesia becomes a dangerous 
place for the LGBTQ+ community, 
Ghost and her family are forced to leave 
their home and escape to freedom in 
Canada.Ghost's Journey: A Reugee 
Story is inspired by the true story of two 
gay refugees, Rainer and Eka, and 
written from the perspective of their cat 
Ghost, with illustrations created from 
Rainer's photographs. Written by 
award-winning author, Robin 
Stevenson, Ghost's Journey is a perfect 
fit to teach young audiences about 
family diversity, human rights, and 

In this brilliant follow up to Turtle 
Island, esteemed academic Eldon 
Yellowhorn and award-winning 
author Kathy Lowinger team up 
again, this time to tell the stories of 
what Indigenous people did when 
invaders arrived on their homelands. 
What the Eagle Sees shares 
accounts of the people, places, and 
events that have mattered in 
Indigenous history from a vastly 
under-represented perspective—an 
Indigenous viewpoint.

Lush illustrations and simple, lyrical text subtly 
address themes of inclusion and tolerance in this 
sweet story that accomplished illustrator Amy June 
Bates cowrote with her daughter, Juniper, while 
walking to school together in the rain.



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

June 5 
Canadian Armed 
Forces Day

1 2 3 4 

 Shavuot 
Judaism

5 

Canadian Environment 
Week Begins 

World Environment Day 
 Pentecost 
Christianity 

Shavuot 
Judaism

6 

D-Day Invasion 

Shavuot 
Judaism

7 8 9 10 

PD DAY 

11 

Canadian Environment 
Week Ends 

12 

 Pentecost (J) 
Christianity

13 14 15 16 

 Jamyang Khyentse Chokyi 
Lodro Anniversary 

Buddhism 

Martyrdom of Guru Arjan Dev 
Sikhism

17 18 

World Refugee Day

19 

 All Saints Day (J) 
Christianity

20 

World Refugee Day

21 

National Indigenous 
People’s Day 

Summer Solstice

22 23 
  

24 25 

Multiculturalism 
Day 

26 

Multiculturalism 
Day  
All Saints Day (J) 

(Christianity) 

27 

Multiculturalism 
Day  

28  

Poson 
Buddhism

29 
Last Day of 

School

30 June is… 

Italian Heritage Month 
Seniors Month 

Ode’mini Giizis 
Strawberry 

Moon

June Notes:
June 4-10: Canadian Environment Week 
This is a time for grassroots action to help preserve, protect 
and restore the environment.

June 4: World Environment Day 
This day aims to deepen public awareness of the need to 
preserve and enhance the environment.

June 6: D-Day Invasion 
D-Day is a term used in military planning to mean the actual 
day a major operation or event is to begin. The most 
famous D-Day was the Normandy landings during 
Operation Overlord. This was on the morning of June 6, 
1944, when the largest naval attack in military history took 
place.

June 8: World Ocean’s Day 
This day is to raise awareness of the crucial role the sea 
plays as sources of food, oxygen and medicine. 

June 12: World Day Against Child Labour 
This day aims to raise awareness and activism to prevent 
child labour. 

June 20: World Refugee Day 
This day is to bring public awareness to the unique 
challenges faced by the millions of refugees scattered 
across the globe.

June 21: National Indigenous People’s Day 
This day is to celebrate the heritage, diverse cultures and 
outstanding achievements of First Nations, Inuit, and Métis.

June 27: Canadian Multiculturalism Day 
Multiculturalism Day is a day set aside to celebrate the 
diverse communities across the country.



Additional Resources:

JULY 2022

Combining graphic fiction and non-fiction, this young adult 
graphic novel serves as a window into one of the unique 
dangers of being an Indigenous teen in Canada today.  The text 
of the book is derived from excerpts of a letter written to the 
Winnipeg Chief of Police by fourteen-year-old Brianna Jonnie 
― a letter that went viral and was also the basis of a 
documentary film. In her letter, Jonnie calls out the authorities 
for neglecting to immediately investigate missing Indigenous 
people and urges them to "not treat me as the Indigenous 
person I am proud to be," if she were to be reported missing.

Peyton loves to dance, and especially at Pow 
Wow, but her Auntie notices that she’s been 
dancing less and less. When Peyton shares that 
she isn't comfortable wearing a dress anymore, 
Auntie Eyota asks some friends for help to get 
Peyton what she needs.

In a wildly whimsical, validating, and exuberant 
reflection of the LGBT community, this title 
welcomes readers to experience a pride 
celebration and share in a day when we are all 
united. Also included is a reading guide chock-full 
of facts about LGBT history and culture, as well as 
a 'Note to Parents and Caregivers' with 
information on how to talk to children about sexual 
orientation and gender identity in age-appropriate 
ways.

Click flashlights, light lanterns, and get ready to turn 
electric lights out to celebrate Earth Hour! Wherever 
you are, you can help our planet. During Earth Hour, 
individuals, communities, and businesses in more 
than 7,000 cities turn off nonessential electric lights 
for one hour. Across each continent--from the Eiffel 
Tower to the Great Wall of China to the Statue of 
Liberty--one small act reminds all of us of our 
enormous impact on planet Earth.



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 

3 4 5 6 

 Birth Date of H.H. Dalai Lama 
Tenzin Gyatso  

Buddhism

7 8 

 

Waqfatu’Arafat 
Islam

9 
  

Martyrdom of the Báb  
Bahá'í 

 Eid-ul-Adha 
Islam

10 

  

11 

 Imamat Day 
Islam

12 13 
  

Guru Purnima 
Hinduism/Jainism 

  

Asalha Puja Day (Dharma Day) 
Buddhism

14 

 Vassa (Rains Retreat) begins 
Buddhism

15 16 
  

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

 New Year (Hijra) 
Islam

31 Miini Giizis 
Berry Month

July Notes:
July 1: Canada Day 
The National day of Canada which is a federal statutory 
holiday. This day celebrates the anniversary of July 1, 1867, 
the effective date of the constitution Act, 1867, which united 
the three separate colonies of the Province of Canada, Nova 
Scotia, and New Brunswick into a single Dominion within the 
British Empire called Canada.

July 18: Nelson Mandela International Day 
This is a global call to action that celebrates the idea that 
each individual has the power to transform the world, the 
ability to make an impact.



Additional Resources:

AUGUST 2022

"This sweet and thoughtful novel 
chronicles Bat’s experiences and 
challenges at school with friends 
and teachers and at home with his 
sister and divorced 
parents. Approachable for younger 
or reluctant readers while still 
delivering a powerful and thoughtful 
story" (from the review by Brightly, 
which named A Boy Called Bat a 
best book of the year).

With her characteristic wit and 
dazzling drawings, celebrated graphic 
novelist Pénélope Bagieu profiles the 
lives of these feisty female role 
models, some world famous, some 
little known. From Nellie Bly to Mae 
Jemison or Josephine Baker to Naziq 
al-Abid, the stories in this comic 
biography are sure to inspire the next 
generation of rebel ladies.

The highly acclaimed, provocative 
New York Times best seller from 
the award-winning author of 
Americanah. In this personal, 
eloquently argued essay - adapted 
from the much-admired TEDx talk 
of the same name - Chimamanda 
Ngozi Adichie offers listeners a 
unique definition of feminism for 
the 21st century, one rooted in 
inclusion and awareness.

A blue crayon mistakenly labeled as "red" 
suffers an identity crisis in this picture book by 
the New York Times–bestselling creator of My 
Heart Is Like a Zoo and It's an Orange 
Aardvark! Funny, insightful, and colourful, 
Red: A Crayon's Story, by Michael Hall, is 
about being true to your inner self and 
following your own path despite obstacles 
that may come your way. Red will appeal to 
fans of Lois Ehlert, Eric Carle, and The Day 
the Crayons Quit, and makes a great gift for 
readers of any age!

This series explores some uniquely 
Canadian holidays and the people 
who celebrate them, including 
regional variations as applicable.

A picture book celebrating Indigenous culture and 
traditions. The Governor General Award--winning 
team behind When We Were Alone shares a story 
that honours our connections to our past and our 
grandfathers and fathers.



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6 

  

Tishah B’av 
Judaism

7 8 

 Ashura 
Islam

9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 

  

18 19 

 Sri Krishna Janmashtami 
Hinduism

20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 

  

Ganesh Chaturthi 
Hinduism

Daatkaagmini 
Giizis 

Blackberry Moon

August Notes:
August 2: Civic Holiday

August 9: International Day of the World’s Indigenous 
Peoples 
The United Nations’ (UN) International Day of the World's 
Indigenous People is observed on August 9 each year to 
promote and protect the rights of the world’s indigenous 
population. This event also recognizes the achievements 
and contributions that indigenous people make to improve 
world issues such as environmental protection.

August 12: International Youth Day 
The United Nations’ (UN) International Youth Day is 
celebrated on August 12 each year to recognize efforts of 
the world’s youth in enhancing global society. It also aims to 
promote ways to engage them in becoming more actively 
involved in making positive contributions to their 
communities. 
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