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To: West Parry Sound Aquatic Complex Steering Committee and                                                                                                         

Municipal Services Board  

From: Len Yauk 

I am writing to express my appreciation and congratulations at reaching this 

landmark on what has been a marathon of hope.  A hope that never died over 

decades of persistence and perseverance.  Never giving up makes it essential to 

get it right. There are so many needs to satisfy as our communities gain this much 

anticipated aquatic centre.  I speak from a background closely allied to education, 

health and athletics, during a time when the opportunities, which are now in the 

planning stage, were not readily available or possible.  Your committee, and 

others before you, have done significant research into the ideal components of a 

facility, as well as a careful examination of our demographic constraints.  You 

have concluded that many needed components may not be included initially, but 

that an essential component of the facility must be capacity.   The capacity to 

serve the wide spectrum of our population, from day care to long term care. 

Considering the diverse needs, many of which have gone unmet, requires at 

minimum, a six-lane pool.   

As a retired Director of Education for this district I see the necessity of having the 

space and ability to accommodate a multitude of activities, classes, groups special 

needs, athletics, to name a few.  Perhaps sharing a lane with an individual out to 

do a few laps.  The six lanes will prevent constraints in planning for academic, 

extra curricular and lifestyle needs.   

As a past Chair, at various times, of the Parry Sound District General Hospital, 

Lakeland Long Term Care and the West Parry Sound Health Center, I heard health 

professionals, patients and residents bemoan the lack a pool facility to easily 

address issues related to therapy and rehabilitation and recreation.  The six lane 

pool will provide the flexibility to serve the population.  And as a footnote, I say, 

as a caregiver for a wife with serious mobility problems, the space, which will 

surely enhance availability, will be most welcome.   

I strongly endorse the construction of a six-lane aquatic facility and thank you for 

allowing me to express that opinion.     
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From: James Roberts james@learntokayak.ca

Subject: Support for a 6-Lane Aquatics Centre in Parry Sound

Date: August 15, 2022 at 9:00 AM

To: richard@culverwell.ca, Dympna Hayes dympna@learntokayak.ca

Hello Richard,

It has been brought to our attention that there is talk of reducing the pool size from a 6-lane to a
4-lane pool. As one of Canada's leading sea kayak instruction schools based right here in the
town of Parry Sound, we would need a 6-lane pool to be able to rent it for nationally certified
safety courses and kayak rolling lessons. At the moment we travel all the way down to Barrie,
Mississauga, and Oakville to rent pools and give these lessons. If we had a pool in Parry Sound
we would be looking to rent time and with the demand we have for lessons, it would bring
people in from all over Ontario to Parry Sound for our training sessions.

I really hope that this pool can be done well from the start so that we aren't left with a
substandard pool that doesn't fully meet our community's needs.

Thanks for all your work on this project.

Best,
James

-- 
Best Regards,

James Roberts
(He/Him)

Ontario Sea Kayak Centre
and Harmony Outdoor Inn, Parry Sound, ON.

www.ontarioseakayakcentre.com
www.harmonyoutdoorinn.com
Instagram | Facebook | Twitter

1-905-399-1216
Join our mailing list
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August 31st 2022 
West Parry Sound Aquatic Complex Steering Committee 
& Municipal Service Board 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
As a career coach in the sport of Artistic Swimming I was excited to learn that Parry Sound is building an 
Aquatics complex. Recently it has been brought to my attention that a planned 6 lane pool is potentially 
being reduced to four lanes. I feel compelled to write to you to provide my advice and share my 
experience of 40 years in Aquatics on this matter. 
 
Swimming is an essential life skill and we must ensure that children learn to swim at a young age for 
obvious safety reasons, especially in communities surrounded by bodies of water. Children’s first 
introduction to the world of aquatics is usually through swimming lessons. Once a child feels comfortable 
in the water, we want to encourage a life long relationship through introduction to the many sports and 
activities that a pool can offer. Artistic Swimming, competitive (speed) swimming, water polo, aquafit, 
leisure swimming, lifeguarding are only a sampling of the programs that can be offered.  
 
Four lanes of pool space will not be adequate to provide programming to a wide variety of aquatic 
activities and will seriously limit the facilities ability to offer revenue generating programs. The additional 
two lanes will make a significant difference in the facilities ability to accommodate user groups by 
providing more space for more people but also the ability to share (divide) the pool so more than one 
program can run at the same time. For example, an aquafit class can be conducted using 2 lanes while a 
swim team uses 4 lanes. Artistic swimming would be able have multiple teams sharing the space that a 6 
lane pool has to offer but would be very restricted in numbers by a 4 lane pool. The examples are endless.  
 
Since 2016 I have been running a summer camp for Artistic Swimming at the Bracebridge Sportsplex in 
Bracebridge. The camp takes place the same week each year, which is the week where there is a break in 
regular programming. The camp contract has been a huge revenue booster for the town of Bracebridge 
and we have attracted athletes from all over Canada and abroad which has contributed to the tourism 
industry. I believe that their will be demand from groups to rent your facility at times when programming 
is not in full swing. I would not consider renting a 4 lane pool because it would not be able accommodate 
enough participants. 
 
Thank you for your attention to the above. I will be watching with anticipation and hoping that we will see 
the plan to have a 6 lane aquatics facility in Parry Sound become a reality. Please contact me directly if I 
can be of assistance in any way. 
 

 
 
Sheilagh Croxon 
Olympic Coach, Sport Development Expert & Aquatics Enthusiast 
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Richard and Sue Woodhouse 45, Oakridge Road S, McDougall, Ontario, 

P2A 2W9 woodhouse1@cogeco.ca Phone: (705)746-0798  

Thursday, Aug 25, 2022 

To The Steering Committee and Municipal Services Board, WPS Aquatic and 

Wellness Centre 

I am writing on behalf of my husband and myself in strong support of a six-lane 

pool. Firstly, we would like to thank the enthusiasm and commitment of many in 

our community over the years, and the vision of the Steering Committee and our 

municipal council representatives, who are bringing this dream to reality. Over the 

years, there have been many advocates for a pool to complement the excellent 

recreational facilities already in our area. The reasons for their advocacy have been 

well grounded in fact, though moderated by the need for all municipalities to 

collaborate on the plan, funding and ongoing costs of such a facility. This 

requirement seems now to have been largely met, and we thank all those who have 

worked hard to bring this partnership to fruition. Over the years the vision of a 

pool as part of a wellness/ recreation complex never died. The ideas of what was 

needed in such an important infrastructure project, of course changed and adapted 

over the years, and we are now in the enviable position of benefitting from all 

those years of thought, research and debate. What is most important now, is that 

our decision-makers develop plans for a facility that will provide the greatest 

benefits to the largest number of people,for the longest time, while being as cost-

effective and eco-friendly as possible. We need a facility that will meet our 

communities’ needs for years to come. We do not need a facility which leads us to 

regret not doing it right in the first place. It is usually far more expensive and 

inefficient to make changes after the fact and, from all I have read over the years, a 

six-lane pool would allow maximum use for all ages, abilities and activities - a 

goal we all strive for. As a past member of a medical recruitment committee with 

the WPSHC, I became aware of several instances of young families who would 

potentially have settled here to work in our hospital and clinics, but who chose 

instead to locate in an area that had a pool, as they were keen to have their children 

able to learn to swim year-round, or compete without having to drive the long 

distances that many of our local families drive regularly with their children. Water 

education and safety are essential in an area which, like ours, is surrounded by 
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To:       The Aquatic and Fitness Centre Steering Committee 

From:  Tim and Kathy Dyer - Owners of White Squall Paddling 

Centre 

Date:   August 15, 2022 

Paddling has grown in the past few years to become a big part 

of the outdoor recreation and tourism sectors of the Parry 

Sound area.  Training in kayaks for both young leaders, school 

students and participants of all ages in the winter months would 

be greatly enhanced by access to a larger pool.  In our 

experience, a 6 lane pool would be the minimum to 

accommodate this use. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely,  

Tim and Kathy Dyer 

White Squall Paddling Centre






