Safe Schools for All
Working to create safe spaces for all NNDSB students

SPOTLIGHT ON: STUDENT TRANSPORTATION
Safer School Buses
Drivers, Parents, and Principals can
work together to support student
skills and limit the number of bus
incidents.
With supervision usually limited to the
driver, and a wide range of student ages,
we recognize that student transportation
vehicles can unintentionally create
opportunities for conflict among peers.
The Near North Board has a plan to make School Buses Safer: with the support of Parents, Principals
and Drivers, we believe that we can provide students with the skills they need to manage their own
behaviour and respond to conflict in an appropriate way, thereby decreasing the number of incidents
on transportation vehicles.
In working to ensure that our students feel safe on the bus, the NNDSB will be conducting regular
meetings with all school bus operators and Nipissing - Parry Sound Student Transportation Services
(NPSSTS) to examine how we can support drivers, students, parents and principals in their various
roles and responsibilities related to Safe Schools in Student Transportation vehicles.
In order to reduce the number of incidents, parents, school principals and drivers must work to keep
expectations of student behaviour clear, and follow through on incidents that are reported. School
bus drivers have a duty to report incidents that violate the school’s Code of Conduct or the NPSSTS
Guidelines. Those violations can result in the suspension (or removal) of transportation privileges.
Students who fail to act in a safe, respectful manner on the bus will receive a Communication Report
(often referred to as a ‘write-up’), which is forwarded to the student’s principal for further action.
This action might include a review of the expectations while riding the bus, contact with the parent
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or, in cases where the behaviour continues, additional interventions, such as a loss of privileges or
assigned seating. Students who fail to act safely despite these supports, reminders and interventions
will not be permitted to ride the bus.
Some Student Responsibilities on the School Bus include:
‣ Going directly to their seat, remaining seated at all times, and facing forward
‣ Abiding by local Health Unit Masking protocols
‣ Refraining from throwing objects
‣ Avoiding distracting the driver
‣ Obeying the same rules and regulations as they would in a classroom
‣ To see more, go to the NPSSTS website (found below)

Find Parent, Principal, Driver and Student "Roles and Responsibilities” at
the Nipissing - Parry Sound Student Transportation Services Website:
http://www.npssts.ca/npssts/guidelines

The Near North District School Board
wishes to thank all of our School Bus
Drivers and Operators.

Happy Bus
Driver
Appreciation
Day!
You are an invaluable part of our
team and we thank you for always
keeping our students safe!
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