
New Term, New Plans and Pathways 
With confirmation of this being WJ Fricker’s final year, 
transition planning will be a focus for all students as we head 
into our second term. 

One of the many things we have always done extremely well as Firebirds is 
prepare for transitions.  As a middle school, where students spend only 2 
years of their education journey, a major component of the journey through 
Fricker has always been managing the challenges faced by a transition into a 
new school.  In the same way that we have always supported our Grade 6 
and 8 students as they transitioned from our school into new schools, this 
year we will support all of our students as they move on to Chippewa and 
West Ferris Intermediate Senior Schools for next year.  In the coming weeks, 
more information will follow around specific transition activities that are 
currently being planned through the joint work of administration and 
teaching teams at all three schools.  Please reach out to Mrs. Taylor if you 
have questions or concerns about the process going forward! 
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Job Action 
As you know, 
ongoing job action 
has been impacting 
life in schools across 
the province of 
Ontario.  At Fricker 
we are working 
together to keep as 
much stability and 
structure in place as 
possible for our 
students.  Many 
teachers continue 
to use EDSBY to 
provide updates to 
ongoing work and 
assignments for 
students.  

Pizza will 
continue to be 
refunded for any 
days when schools 
are closed to 
students. 
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Be here, be you, belong!



Pink Shirt Day  
This year, Pink Shirt Day, an Anti-Bullying Day, is on February 
26. It is a day when people come together by wearing pink 
shirts to school to show they are against bullying. The 
movement originated in small town Nova Scotia led by two high 
school students:  

“David Shepherd, Travis Price and their teenage friends 
organized a high-school protest to wear pink in sympathy with a 
Grade 9 boy who was being bullied [for wearing a pink shirt]…
[They] took a stand against bullying when they protested against the harassment of a new Grade 9 
student by distributing pink T-shirts to all the boys in their school. ‘I learned that two people can 
come up with an idea, run with it, and it can do wonders,’ says Mr. Price, 17, who organized the pink 
protest. ‘Finally, someone stood up for a weaker kid.’ So Mr. Shepherd and some others headed off to 
a discount store and bought 50 pink tank tops. They sent out a message to schoolmates that night, 
and the next morning they hauled the shirts to school in a plastic bag. As they stood in the foyer 
handing out the shirts, the bullied boy walked in. His face spoke volumes. ‘It looked like a huge 
weight was lifted off his shoulders,’ Mr. Price recalled. The bullies were never heard from again.” — 
GLOBE & MAIL 

This year, at Fricker, our focus is on lifting one another up by keeping it positive!  This Wednesday, 
wear your pink to show support and spread some positivity! 

“We need to make the positives so loud, that 
the negatives can’t be heard!”
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WHAT IF MY CHILD HAS AN 
IEP? 

Please reach out to Mrs. 
Silk or Mrs. Taylor if you 
have specific concerns 
around your student’s 

individual placement or 
education planning needs 

for next year.

WHAT ABOUT EXTENDED 
FRENCH? 

The extended French 
Program will be part of 

the new K-6 school to be 
built on the current 

Fricker site.  For next year, 
the program will move to 

EW Norman. 
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