
 

 

WIDDIFIELD SECONDARY SCHOOL –  
SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 
Meeting of Monday Sept. 30, 2019 6:30-8:00PM 
 

Participants 
Principal: Alison Herst-Jackson 
Vice Principal: Marg McDiarmid 
Chais:Janet Hilliard and Melanie Gainforth 
Teacher Rep:Cindy Kislinsky 
Support Staff Rep: 
Student Rep: 
Parents: Kristin Rogers, Kathy Bucci, Tom Hilliard 
Regrets: 
 
1.0 INTRODUCTIONS AND WELCOME  
 
2.0 STUDENT ACTIVITY COUNCIL REPORT  
No students in attendance.  
 
3.0  REPORT FROM THE CHAIR 
 
In past when members were meeting with other PACs , rebranding was a big part of this when this was dis-
cussed.  Tonight we had a discussion about getting this group, representing parents from the parent advisory 
councils of all 3 current NNDSB secondary schools back together to discuss rebranding and the way forward.  
Consensus is that it would be a good idea once more decisions are announced re: the transition plan to close 
Widdifield and the timeline for closure. 
 
 
4.0 ADMINISTRATION REPORT (standing item)  by Alison Herst-Jackson 
In June  2019 WSS was funded  for this school year based on projected enrolment of 518 and actual enrol-
ment is 576.  An extra teacher was hired back - Sarah Pickles. Marg McDiarmid was pulled into guidance to 
help with course changes and filling in timetables etc. during the first 2 weeks of school. 
 
Current enrolment of 576 includes 103 grade 9s, 115 grade 10s, 124 grade 11s and 234 grade 12s. 
 
While the school certainly promotes a 5th year for students if they desire it, they did have to turn away 7 stu-
dents as they couldn’t be offered appropriate courses, without jeopardizing courses required by other grade 
12s needed to graduate. 
 
Currently WSS has 1.5 VPs.  Marg is 1.0 and Scott Barons is 0.5, shared with Chippewa.  The 2 schools de-
cided to split the 0.5 VP by semester, so Mr. Barons will be full time at WSS for second semester. 
 
re: 3:2 vote - no confirmation on when Widdifield is closing, only that it is.  Alison is advocating for the end 
of this school year as it will be very difficult to keep the numbers up and hence programming now that the 
closure has been announced, if it doesn’t happen at the end of this school year. Principals of CSS, WFSS and 
WSS and the director are meeting in early October to discuss. Also, it is noted that the latest vote did not con-
tain any language around  “same or better” as was in the original ARC recommendation. 
 
Inappropriate Instagram comments are getting addressed by administration at both WSS and CSS. 
 
 



 

 

Sports and clubs are up and running  - football, volleyball, golf, basketball, Me to We just got back from To-
ronto We day, Kats in the Kitchen, Link Crew 
East/West will be Dec. 13, 2019 
 
Bulletin boards  - the focus of these is derived from the School Climate Survey where kids indicated they 
wanted to see character traits of compassion, empathy and courage highlighted 
 
Terry Fox Walk - Oct. 3 - if raining, will not walk but will do gym activities - will pick up younger students 
from WJ Fricker and ET Carmichael  
Oct. 4, 2019 1:30 last home football game - buy out to get max support 
 
Parent Teacher Interviews will be 4-7 on Oct. 10, 2019 
 
CUPE - work to rule - librarian, custodian, secretaries, computer tech, lunch room supervisor 
So library will be closed except if a teacher takes the entire class , no petty cash, no new school cash on line 
items, gym closed at lunch 
Will have a huge impact! 
 
Mrs. Herst-Jackson - encourages us to reach out and let her know re: concerns to stop rumours 
 
 
 
5.0 NEW BUSINESS 
 
Run for the Cure - Sunday Oct. 6, 2019 is looking for volunteers - apply online or call Melanie  
 
  
Next meeting:   
 
Monday Oct. 28, 2019 at 6:30 
 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Kristin Rogers  
Please let me know of any errors or omissions! 


