
PERFORMANCE 
ARTS
at Widdifield Secondary

Course Offerings
Dance, Drama, Instrumental 

and Vocal Music



This course gives students the 
opportunity to explore their 

technical and compositional skills 
by applying the elements of dance 

and the tools of composition in a 
variety of performance situations. 

Students interested in the Arts Nipissing 
program are expected to maintain an 

average of 70% in all of their Art courses.   

Grade 9 Dance
ATC1OE/ATC1OP 

2



This course emphasizes the development of 
students’ technique and creative skills 

relating to the elements of dance and the 
tools of composition in a variety of 

performance situations.  Students will 
identify responsible personal and 

interpersonal practices related to dance. 
Students will study a variety of dance 

genres, including ballet, jazz, modern and 
theatrical dance.  

Grade 10 Dance
ATC2OE – Open

ATC2OP/ATP2OR – Arts 
Nipissing 
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Grade 11 Dance
Dance Open - ATC3OE

• This course will give students opportunities to express increasingly 
complex ideas through movement and to experiment with 
choreography. Students will develop technical skills; study the 
historical aspects of various dance forms and the function of dance 
in specific cultures; evaluate dance works; and investigate ways in 
which the study of dance can prepare them for various careers.

Dance - Arts Nipissing Dance Major - ATC3MP/ATP3MR
• This course emphasizes the development of technical, 

composition, and presentation skills in one or more world dance 
forms. Students will acquire and refine dance skills; compose 
and present increasingly complex dance works; interpret and 
evaluate a variety of dance presentations; and study the 
historical development of various dance forms and the function 
of dance in specific cultures. Students will explore the role of 
dance as a career, and the careers which surround the dance 
environment. 

• *Students enrolled in an Arts Nipissing major area of study must 
be successful in the "P" course before continuing with the "R" 
course.
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Grade 12 Dance 
Open - ATC 4ME
Arts Nipissing ATC4MP / ATP 4MR

This course emphasizes the development of 
students’ technical proficiency, fluency in the 
language of movement in the dance genres 
from around the world, and understanding of 
dance science.  Students will explain the social, 
cultural, and historical contexts of dance; apply 
the creative process through the art of dance in 
a variety of ways; and exhibit an understanding 
of the purpose and possibilities of continuing 
engagement in the arts as a life long learner. 
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Dramatic 
Arts

OPEN
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Grade  9 Drama – Open ADA 1OE
This course provides opportunities for students to explore dramatic 
forms and techniques, using material from a wide range of sources and 
cultures. Students will create, perform, discuss, and analyse drama, and 
then reflect on the experiences to develop an understanding of 
themselves, the art form, and the world around them.
Grade 10 Drama – Open ADA 2OE
This course provides opportunities for students to explore dramatic 
forms, conventions, and techniques. Students will use the elements 
of drama in creating and communicating through dramatic works. 

Grade 11 Drama – Open ADA 3OE 
This course requires students to engage in dramatic processes and 
the presentation of dramatic works, and emphasizes the application 
of drama skills in other contexts and opportunities. Students will 
develop a variety of skills related to collaboration and the 
presentation of drama works.

Grade 12 Drama – Open ADA 4ME 

This course requires students to experiment individually and 
collaboratively with forms and conventions of both drama and 
theatre from various cultures and time periods. Students will 
interpret dramatic literature and other texts and media sources 
while learning about various theories of directing and acting. 



Dramatic Arts
Arts Nipissing

Grade 9 and 10 
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Grade 9 Drama – Arts Nipissing  ADA 1OP
This course provides opportunities for students to explore dramatic 
forms and techniques, using material from a wide range of sources and 
cultures. Students will create, perform, discuss, and analyse drama, and 
then reflect on the experiences to develop an understanding of 
themselves, the art form, and the world around them.

Grade 10 Drama – Arts Nipissing ADA 
2OP  This course provides opportunities for students to explore dramatic 
forms, conventions, and techniques. Students will explore a variety of 
dramatic sources from various cultures and representing a range of 
genres. Students will use the elements of drama in creating and 
communicating through dramatic works. Students will assume 
responsibility for decisions made in the creative and collaborative 
processes and will reflect on their experiences. 

Grade 10 Drama – Arts Nipissing ADA 3OE 
This course requires stduents to actively explore dramatic forms and 
techniques. Student learning will include identifying and using the 
principles of space, time, voice and movement in creating, sustaining, 
and communicating authentic roles within drama. Character work 
focuses on intentions and objectives for characters, as well as line 
delivery. 



Dramatic Arts
Arts Nipissing

Grade 11 and 12 
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Grade 11 Drama – Arts Nipissing ADA 3MP 
This course requires students to create and perform in dramatic presentations. 
Students will analyse, interpret, and perform dramatic works from various 
cultures and time periods. Students will research various acting styles and 
conventions that could be used in their presentations, and analyse the functions 
of playwrights, directors, actors, designers, technicians, and audiences.

Grade 11 Drama – Arts Nipissing ADP 3MR
This course requires students to experiment with forms and conventions in 
dramatic literature, to create, script, and present original and adapted works.  
Students will do research on dramatic forms, conventions, themes, and theories of 
acting and directing.  Comedy skills will be developed through theatresports and 
Commedia Dell’arte. 

Grade 12 Drama – Arts Nipissing ADA 4MP 
This course requires students to experiment individually and collaboratively with 
forms and conventions of both drama and theatre from various cultures and time 
periods. Students will interpret dramatic literature and other texts and media 
sources while learning about various theories of directing and acting.

Grade 12 Drama – Arts Nipissing ADA 
4MR
This course requires students to to experiment with forms and conventions 
in dramatic literature, to create, script, and present original and adapted 
works. Students will do research on dramatic forms, conventions, themes, 
and theories of acting and directing from different historical periods. 



Music 
Courses at 
WSS
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Instrumental Music

AMU 1O – Grade 9 Instrumental Music

AMU 2O – Grade 10 Instrumental Music

AMU 3M – Grade 11 Instrumental Music

AMU 4M – Grade 12 Instrumental Music

AME 2OR – Grade 10 Ensemble Music

AME 3MR – Grade 11 Ensemble Music

AME 4MR – Grade 12 Ensemble Music

Vocal Music

AMV 2O – Grade 10 Vocal Music

AMV 3O – Grade 11 Vocal Music

AMV 4M – Grade 12 Vocal Music



SHSM 
Arts & Culture

A Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) 
is a ministry –approved specialized 

program that allows students to focus 
on learning within a specific economic 

sector while in secondary school. 

S MSH 



What is an 
SHSM?

An SHSM is a ministry-approved 
specialized program that allows 
students to focus their learning 

within a specific economic sector 
while meeting their course 

requirements for secondary 
school. 

Develop specialized 
knowledge and skills. 

Formal recognition of 
SHSM on your Ontario 

Student Transcript.

Gain arts sector 
certification and 
career-relevant 

training.
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Required 
Components 
for SHSM –

Arts & Culture
The program begins in grade 11. All 
students who enjoy working in the 

Arts & Culture Sector and are 
thinking of a career in the arts are 

invited to explore what this program 
has to offer. 

The Arts & Culture SHSM  fits well 
combined with the Arts Nipissing 

Program. 
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Certifications

In the Arts & Culture SHSM program 
students take advantage of sector 

recognized certifications and 
training courses.

First Aid & CPR WHIMIS Technical Tutorials

Advanced Training in 
an Art Form

Audition and Portfolio 
Preparation

Leadership Skills 13



For further 
information 

and/or to sign 
up for the 

SHSM Arts & 
Culutre 

Program 
Contact:

Mrs. Hachkowski 
(Performing Arts)

Ms. Marcotte
(Visual Arts)
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