
VISUAL ARTS
at Widdifield Secondary

Grade 11 & 12 Course Offerings
VISUAL ARTS 

CONTEMPORARY ARTS
FASHION & TEXTILES

PHOTOGRAPY
MEDIA ARTS

FILM &VIDEO



GRADE 11
VISUAL ARTS

Visual Arts Open-Comprehensive-
AVI3OE

• This course focuses on studio activities in one or more of  the 
visual arts, including drawing, painting, sculpture, photography, 
printmaking, collage, and/or multimedia art. Students will use 
the creative process to create art works that reflect a wide 
range of  subjects and will evaluate works using the critical 
analysis process. Students will also explore works of  art within a 
personal, contemporary, historical, and cultural context.

Arts Nipissing Visual Arts Major-Comprehensive-
AVI3MP

• This course provides students with opportunities to further 
develop their skills and knowledge in visual arts. Students will 
explore a range of  subject matter through studio activities, and 
will consolidate their practical skills. Students will also analyse
art works and study aspects of  Western art history, as well as 
art forms from Canada and other parts of  the world.

• COURSE NOTE: Recommended Prerequisite AVI2OP/C or AWL2OR with a 
standing of 70% or more,or with permission of the department. To remain in the Arts 
Nipissing program a student is expected to maintain an average of 70% in all of their 
Art courses.
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Arts Nipissing Visual Arts Major- Contemporary Design –
AWD3MR
• This course serves as a technical introduction into the field of  design. 

Students are expected to have good skills in drawing and painting 
before attempting this course. It is designed to provide information 
and hands on experience in the historical and design fields of  
illustration, lettering, advertising, trademarks, package design and 
computer graphics and graphic design. Design theory, history and 
illustration techniques will be integrated throughout the semester. 
This course incorporates units in Graphics, Fashion, Interior and 
Architectural Design.

GRADE 11
CONTEMPORARY 

DESIGN 
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Visual Arts Open-Comprehensive–
AVI4ME/4MP
• This course focuses on enabling students to refine their use of  the 

creative process when creating and presenting two- and three-
dimensional art works using a variety of  traditional and emerging media 
and technologies. Students will use the critical analysis process to 
deconstruct art works and explore connections between art and society. 
The studio program enables students to explore a range of  materials, 
processes, and techniques that can be applied in their own art 
production. Students will also make connections between various works 
of  art in personal, contemporary, historical, and cultural contexts.

GRADE 12
VISUAL ARTS

Arts Nipissing Visual Arts Major- Drawing, Painting and 
Portfolio Preparation -AWM4MR
• This course enables students to further develop their knowledge 

and skills in visual arts. Students will use the creative process to 
explore a wide range of  themes through sewing work that include 
sketching, pattern reading, pattern creation, and basic sewing 
techniques well as the creation of  collage, multimedia works. 
Students will use the critical analysis process when evaluating their 
own work and the work of  others. The course will be delivered as a 
program focused on the process of  sewing and fashion design.

• COURSE NOTE: Recommended Prerequisite Grade 11 Visual with a standing of 70%. To 
remain in the Arts Nipissing program a student is expected to maintain an average of 70% in all 
of their Art courses.
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GRADE 11
FASION & TEXTILES Arts Nipissing Visual Art Major - Fashion & Textile Design -

AWI3MR 
(Student not enrolled in ArtsNipissing can choose this as an elective)

• This course enables students to further develop their knowledge 
and skills in visual arts. Students will use the creative process to 
explore a wide range of  themes through sewing work that include 
sketching, pattern reading, pattern creation, and basic sewing 
techniques well as the creation of  collage, multimedia works. 
Students will use the critical analysis process when evaluating their 
own work and the work of  others. The course will be delivered as a 
program focused on the process of  sewing and fashion design.
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GRADE 12
FASHION & TEXTILES

Fashion & Textile Design-
AWI4ME
• This course focuses on enabling students to refine their use of  the creative 

process when creating and presenting fashion and textile design pieces 
using a variety of  traditional and emerging media and technologies. Students 
will use the critical analysis process to deconstruct fashion designs, build 
their own sewing patterns, alter sewing patterns for fit and explore 
connections between art and society. The studio program enables students 
to explore a range of  materials, processes, and intermediate sewing 
techniques that can be applied in their own fashion production. Students will 
also make connections between various forms and purposes of  fashion and 
textile design in personal, contemporary, historical, and cultural contexts.
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• This course focuses on enabling students to refine their use of  the creative 
process when creating and presenting fashion and textile design pieces 
using a variety of  traditional and emerging media and technologies. Students 
will use the critical analysis process to deconstruct fashion designs, build 
their own sewing patterns, alter sewing patterns for fit and explore 
connections between art and society. The studio program enables students 
to explore a range of  materials, processes, and intermediate sewing 
techniques that can be applied in their own fashion production. Students will 
also make connections between various forms and purposes of  fashion and 
textile design in personal, contemporary, historical, and cultural contexts.

Arts Nipissing - Fashion & Textile Design-
AWI4MR



GRADE 11
PHOTOGRAPHY

Visual Arts-Photography-
AWQ3ME
• This course focuses on enabling students to refine their use of  the 

creative hrough discussion, practical demonstrations and creative 
assignments, students will develop a better understanding of  digital 
photography and imaging basics while improving their design and 
compositional skills with the camera. This course will focus on the use 
of  Photoshop as a now essential tool in the photographic arts. Topics 
will include scanning, retouching, colour correction, and filtering 
techniques. Students will also examine historical and cultural 
contexts of  digital photographic arts. Students are required to provide 
a digital camera.
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• This course focuses on enabling students to refine their use of  the creative 
process when creating and presenting fashion and textile design pieces 
using a variety of  traditional and emerging media and technologies. Students 
will use the critical analysis process to deconstruct fashion designs, build 
their own sewing patterns, alter sewing patterns for fit and explore 
connections between art and society. The studio program enables students 
to explore a range of  materials, processes, and intermediate sewing 
techniques that can be applied in their own fashion production. Students will 
also make connections between various forms and purposes of  fashion and 
textile design in personal, contemporary, historical, and cultural contexts.

Arts Nipissing-Photographic Arts-
AWQ3MR



GRADE 12
PHOTOGRAPHY

Visual Arts-Photography-
AWQ4ME

• This course  focuses on enabling students to refine their use of  

the creative process when creating and presenting 

photographic artworks using a variety of  traditional and 

emerging media and technologies. Students will use the critical 

analysis process to deconstruct artworks and explore 

connections between art and society. This studio program 

enables students to explore a range of  materials, processes, 

and techniques. Students will also make connections between 

various works of  art in personal, contemporary, historical, and 

cultural contexts.
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GRADE 11
MEDIA ARTS

Media Arts Open 
ASM3OE
• This course enables students to create media art works using 

available and emerging technologies such as computer animation, 
digital imaging, and video, and a variety of  media. Students will 
explore the elements and principles of  media arts, the connections 
between contemporary media art works and traditional art forms, 
and the importance of  using responsible practices when engaged 
in the creative process. Students will develop the skills necessary to 
create and interpret media art works.
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• This course emphasizes the development of  the knowledge and 
skills required for the production of  media art works (e. g., 
robosculpture, photocopy art, computer animation with synthesized 
sound). Students will develop an appreciation of  the history of  
media arts through analysing specific works, and will create media 
art works using a variety of  technologies (e. g., digital camera, 
photo-imaging software, computer-modeling software, synthesizer, 
videotape, multi-track sound recording).

Arts Nipissing Media Arts Major-
ASM3MP



GRADE 12
MEDIA ARTS

Media Arts Open 
ASM4ME
• This course emphasizes the refinement of  media arts skills through 

the creation of  a thematic body of  work by applying traditional and 
emerging technologies, tools, and techniques such as multimedia, 
computer animation, installation art, and performance art. Students 
will develop works that express their views on contemporary issues 
and will create portfolios suitable for use in either career or 
postsecondary education applications. Students will critically 
analyse the role of  media artists in shaping audience perceptions 
of  identity, culture, and community values.
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• This course emphasizes the development of  the knowledge and 
skills required for the production of  interactive media art forms (e. 
g., interactive art installations, interactive videos, simulations, 
network art). Students will analyse and evaluate media art works, 
and will create their own works using a variety of  technologies and 
processes (e. g., computer graphics, photo-imaging, digital video 
production techniques, electro-acoustics). Students will maintain a 
portfolio of  their media art works.

Arts Nipissing Media Arts Major-
ASM4MP



GRADE 11
FILM & VIDEO

Film and Video -AWR3ME
• This course emphasizes the development of  the knowledge and skills required for the 

production of  interactive media art forms. Students will analyse and evaluate media 
art works, and will create their own works using a variety of  technologies and 
processes. Students will maintain a portfolio of  their media art works. The course 
introduces students to film study through traditional and emerging media art works. 
The course introduces students to film study through traditional and emerging media 
while providing the theoretical foundation needed to communicate ideas, feelings, 
and beliefs to specific audiences. Students experience a diversity of  approaches to 
film and video making within a practical, cultural, historical, and social framework by 
producing, editing, and critically analyzing their own unique artworks.
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• This course emphasizes the development of  the knowledge and skills required for 
the production of  interactive media art forms. Students will analyse and evaluate 
media art works, and will create their own works using a variety of  technologies 
and processes (e.g. computer graphics, photo-imaging, digital video production 
techniques, electro-acoustics). Students will maintain a portfolio of  their media art 
works. The course introduces students to film study through traditional and 
emerging media art works. The course introduces students to film study through 
traditional and emerging media while providing the theoretical foundation needed 
to communicate ideas, feelings, and beliefs to specific audiences. Students 
experience a diversity of  approaches to film and video making within a practical, 
cultural, historical, and social framework by producing, editing, and critically 
analyzing their own unique artworks.

Arts Nipissing Visual/Media Arts Major– Film And 
Video -ASM4MP



GRADE 12
FILM & VIDEO

Film and Video –AWR4ME
• This course emphasizes the development of  the knowledge and skills required for the 

production of  interactive media art forms (e.g., interactive art installation, interactive 
video, simulations, network art). Students will analyse and evaluate media art works, 
and will create their own works using a variety of  technologies and processes (e.g., 
computer graphics, photo-imaging, digital video production techniques, electro-
acoustics). Students will maintain a portfolio of  their media art works. The course 
introduces students to film study through traditional and emerging media while 
providing the theoretical foundation needed to communicate ideas, feelings, and 
beliefs to specific audiences. Students explore film within a practical, cultural, 
historical, and social framework by producing, editing, and critically analyzing their 
own unique artworks.
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• This course emphasizes the development of  the knowledge and skills required for 
the production of  interactive media art forms (e.g., interactive art installation, 
interactive video, simulations, network art). Students will analyse and evaluate 
media art works, and will create their own works using a variety of  technologies 
and processes (e.g., computer graphics, photo-imaging, digital video production 
techniques, electro-acoustics). Students will maintain a portfolio of  their media art 
works. The course introduces students to film study through traditional and 
emerging media while providing the theoretical foundation needed to communicate 
ideas, feelings, and beliefs to specific audiences. Students explore film within a 
practical, cultural, historical, and social framework by producing, editing, and 
critically analyzing their own unique artworks.

Arts Nipissing Visual/Media Arts– Film And Video -
AWR4MR



SHSM 
Arts & Culture

A Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) 
is a ministry –approved specialized 

program that allows students to focus 
on learning within a specific economic 

sector while in secondary school. 

S MSH 



What is an 
SHSM?

An SHSM is a ministry-approved 
specialized program that allows 
students to focus their learning 

within a specific economic sector 
while meeting their course 

requirements for secondary 
school. 

Develop specialized 
knowledge and skills. 

Formal recognition of 
SHSM on your Ontario 

Student Transcript.

Gain arts sector 
certification and 
career-relevant 

training.

14



Required 
Components 
for SHSM –

Arts & Culture
The program begins in grade 11. All 
students who enjoy working in the 

Arts & Culture Sector and are 
thinking of a career in the arts are 

invited to explore what this program 
has to offer. 

The Arts & Culture SHSM  fits well 
combined with the Arts Nipissing 

Program. 
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Certifications

In the Arts & Culture SHSM program 
students take advantage of sector 

recognized certifications and 
training courses.

First Aid & CPR WHIMIS Technical Tutorials

Advanced Training in 
an Art Form

Audition and Portfolio 
Preparation

Leadership Skills 16



For further 
information 

and/or to sign 
up for the 

SHSM Arts & 
Culutre 

Program 
Contact:

Mrs. Hachkowski 
(Performing Arts)

Ms. Marcotte
(Visual Arts)
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