
Happy December, Whitestone Lake Families! 

 

The arrival of December means the approach of the holiday season. We are starting 

to hear the sounds of festive music and songs throughout the hallways, as our stu-

dents and staff are busy preparing for our Christmas concert. We look forward to 

seeing the results of all of their hard work at our final performance on December 

20th in our school gym. We will also be having a bake sale and a food drive. Please 

come out and join us for this fun-filled evening!  

 

It was so great to see most of you out at our parent/teacher conferences last week. 

Thank-you for taking the time out of your busy schedules to have conversations with 

our teachers around your child/children's learning.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

Shannon Mahon 

Principal 
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Upcoming Events: 

 

 December 2nd—Catchball 

Gr. 4-6 

 December 12th—Christmas 

Dinner  @ WLCS & Carolling 

@ Community Centre 

 December 20th—Christmas 

Concert 6:60 pm 

 Dec 22nd—Christmas Fun 

Day 

 Dec 25 to Jan 5th —

Christmas  Break  

 

http://nearnorthschools.ca/whitestone/ 

We are a PEANUT/

NUT-FREE school 
 

Please make sure lunches are 

completely peanut/nut-free! 

Thank you for your coopera-

Attendance 
 

Please call or email the 

school if your child will be 

late or absent @ 705-389-

2590 or 

tracey.shantzsears@nearnor

thschools.ca 

School Council Meeting 

The next Parent Council 

Meeting is February 12th @ 

6:30 pm.   

We look forward to seeing 

you there. 

Whitestone Lake Central School  

 Christmas Concert 

Our Christmas Concert will take place on Wednesday, December 20th at 6:30 pm.  Our stu-

dents have been working hard on their performances. 

We will be collecting non-perishable food items at the con-

cert.  We look forward to seeing you there! 



On November 16th the grade 6/7/8 class went to the volleyball tournament at PSHS. We played four games against other 

schools in the board. Whitestone students had great success in their games, by winning all of them! We showed good sports-

men ship and teamwork throughout the day. We hope to keep our three year winning streak going! The tournament was an 

amazing experience and there were also lots of chances to meet with our peers. Thanks to everyone who came out and sup-

ported us and special thanks to Mr. T for coaching! 

Go Wildcats! 

Ashley 
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Music Scores 

On November 9th, grades 4-8 experienced an amazing opportunity with Music 

Scores at Whitestone who played and taught us all about music! 

The three gentleman who had come to Whitestone taught us about the genre 

jazz and about their background. We also had fun learning about how musicians 

can have a conversation throughout the piece while they're playing. 

Whitestone students also enjoyed listening to certain songs that we knew of 

such as the Pink Panther's theme song, Shake it Off by Taylor Swift and the 

Spiderman theme song. It was a pleasure listening and learning all about the per-

formers and jazz. 

Whitestone appreciated the opportunity to hear and learn about jazz music. 

~Ashley and Gracie 

Sometimes it Only Takes ONE! 

During our bullying awareness and prevention week, the Kindergarten students invited all the 

classes to come into their classroom for a special reading of the book One, by Kathryn Otoshi. 

The kindergarteners wanted to share the story’s powerful message about taking a stand for 

others who are being bullied or teased. They had each and every student and teacher decorate 

their own number one. Which created a nice visual reminder that everyone at WLCS counts and 

that sometimes it only takes one to make a difference.  

We will be having a Food Drive to assist local families from December 1st to December 22nd.  Please send in non-

perishable food items. 



Students in grades four and five have been involved in a number of bullying awareness activities this month including an as-

sembly, superhero creations, book talks, friendship chains and pink shirt day. 

     After our assembly, with Mrs. Mahon, we designed super heroes to help stop bullying. Our superhero has a power that 

they use to help put and end to bullying. They are on display in the hallway across from the library.  We also created a 

pink friendship chain. The loops on the chain have ideas that tell how we can help someone who is being bullied, how to be a 

friend and characteristics that make a good friend. 

     We have had discussions about bullying in the novel Wonder, a book we read last year, and how the characters were af-

fected by incidents that happened. We also talked about how things could have happened differently. We are now read-

ing Harry Potter and have seen incidents of bullying in this book as well. Harry is being bullied by his cousin Dudley and sev-

eral of Dudley's friends.  We have talked about things Harry can do to help himself avoid what is happening.   
    On Tuesday, we went to visit our kindergarten friends and heard the story One.  The story talked about how every 'one' 

was important and that by standing up with others we are able to have more power against the bullying. We designed a "1" 

that Mrs. Kelly and the FDK put on display in the hallway.  

      Wednesday, November 22nd, was Pink Shirt Day in our school. Some of us wore shirts to show that we were taking a 

stand against bullying. We heard about how Pink Shirt Day started in a high school in Nova Scotia and how students stood 

together to help a grade 9 boy who was being bullied. 

      We have talked about the Upstander video and how to help someone who is being bullied. Our class knows that we need 

to work on being an upstander and not being a bystander! We will work on following the suggestions in the video when we see 

someone in trouble.  

      Our class will continue to talk about the importance of treating everyone fairly and with respect. We want to be in a 

world where there is no bullying. 

                                                                     Grades 4 and 5 
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Grade 4 and 5: Bullying Awareness   

Bullying Awareness through Literacy in 6/7/8  

Grades 6/7/8 are exploring a number of themes including bullying in the novel Egghead by Caroline Pignat.  This novel ex-

plores the dynamics between three main characters and the situations that occur as a result of these relationships.   

     We have talked about the different kinds of bullying and what it looks like:  

1) physical- hitting, kicking, fighting 

2) verbal- taunting, slander, gossip 

3) relational- manipulating, shunning, cyberbullying 

     The class also looked at bullying statistics. Bullying happens once every 7 minutes. A bullying incident typically lasts 37 

seconds but emotional scars can last a lifetime. We also learned that by the age of 34, 60% of identified bullies have crimi-

nal records. These statistics help us to understand how important it is to stop bullying. 

      The theme of bullying is common in literature and unfortunately in life.  We are looking at connections: text to text, 

text to world and text to self.  A number of students were able to identify other books they have read with this theme and 

Joey was able to make a text to world connection. Making connections within a text will allow for a deeper understanding of 

the subject, 

       We will continue to explore the topic of bullying as we explore the evolving characters in Egghead this month. 


