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“The first day of April is the 
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April starts with fools and ends with flowers.  From its Latin origin 
aperire, which means ‘to open or uncover’, April is the month when the 
cover of snow disappears, and we see what winter has left behind.   
 
Initially there’s a lot of sand and gravel, litter blown free from garbage 
cans or recycling bins on windy fall or winter days, and occasionally a 
lost and now-soggy wallet or cell phone.  While the cell phone might be 
done for, the April showers wash away the dusty leftovers of winter, birds 
wake us up in the morning, flowers and trees sprout new growth, squirrels, 
bunnies, bears and humans emerge from winter rest greeted by sunshine 
and warmth and ‘newness’.  It seems like every living thing stretches, 
yawns, stands a little straighter and smiles a bit in welcome of spring and 
summer. 
 
April in schools is a busy month.  Kids in pre-school, Grades 6, 8 and 12 
– the ‘Senior Classes’ – suddenly realize they are soon to graduate to the 
‘next level’.  From the youngest pre-school student to the eldest high 
school senior, wonder, excitement and sometimes fear fill in the spots 
between daily tasks;  daily schoolwork and final evaluations, choosing 
schools for the next year, planning for graduation ceremonies and 
celebrations, looking for summer jobs, planning for moving away to post-
secondary school, or preparing for a first real job.  Teachers, 
administrators and support staff are planning for the annual year-end in 
June and looking well ahead to next September.  Despite COVID, April’s 
‘opening and uncovering’ continues for kids and adults as we all go 
through our annual seasonal changeover. 
 
During your sunny & soggy hike through the Woods this month, you’ll 
read about Early Learning Kindergarten programming & registration, 
Literacy, Language & Math happenings, some exciting events at Northern 
(this is for you Gr. 8s), and the regular reminders. 
 
For joining us in the ‘Woods – Thank you – Merci bien – Chi Miigwetch! 
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Your Wolverine Team’s Beau-Champion – Wellness Winner! 
The NNDSB Mental Health Team has chosen to celebrate and recognize wellness champions both in the 
community and within our board. 
 
The NNDSB Mental Health team would like to recognize Mrs. Devon Beauchamp's work as a Wellness 
Champion. Mrs. Beauchamp is being recognized for her strong advocacy on getting supports for our students 
and excellent follow-up to ensure services are in place. WE think you are rocking it! 
  

Save the Date – upcoming events 
 
Friday April 2, all day – Good Friday holiday – school closed 
 
Monday April 5, all day – Easter Monday holiday – school closed 
 
April 12 - 16, all day – Spring Break 
 
Tuesday April 20, all day – Life Touch Photography will be on-site to take individual and class photos.  No sibling shots are 
allowed (COVID cohort restrictions) 
 
Friday April 23, all day – PD Day – school closed to students; no school buses in service 
 
 

Wee Wolverines Welcome!  
Kindergarten Registration Info 

It happens every year – Grade Eights leave us for secondary 
school (hello Big Leagues!) and each grade moves up a year 
making room for younger students to move along.  It’s an exciting 
time for young people who are ready to start their school 
adventure.  For families who are preparing for Early Learning 
Kindergarten, please visit the link below to see what to expect 
when your child joins Team Wolverine: 
 
https://www.nearnorthschools.ca/white-woods/wp-
content/uploads/sites/32/2021/03/WWPS-Kindergarten-
InformationSQ-2021-V1.pdf 
 
You can register Contact Free online by visiting the NNDSB 
Kindergarten Information page located at: 
 
https://www.nearnorthschools.ca/schools/kindergarten/ 
 

 
 

Figure i - The School Sign as seen by an excited WWPS Kindergatener 

 

 School Culture Awards – 
Acceptance & Wisdom 

School culture starts with and impacts all Wolverines.  Positive 
traits are observed daily in actions, large and small.  Positive acts 
affect all Wolverines and expand away from school, bringing 
good to West Nipissing.   
 
Congratulations and Thank You to cultural leaders in our 
school! 
 

Luke L., Kailee M., Vera B, Liam K., Scarlett B.,  
Caelyn T., Darius R., Peyton P., Owen R., Ayla 
T., Dorian M., Bella G., Sydney L., Vicky C.,  
Hayden G., Katie B., Elizabeth C., April T-L 

 
Bullying – What it is & How we Respond… 

What is bullying?  How is conflict different from bullying?  When should our 
students and their parents contact the school for help?  What will the school and 
board team do to help?  All of these questions come to our minds when conflict 
starts and maybe ends up crossing the ‘bully-line’.   
 
Near North District School Board Safe Schools Guidelines 
https://www.nearnorthschools.ca/schools/safe-schools/ 
Ontario Safe Schools – General Info 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/safeschools.html 
Ontario Safe Schools – Progressive Discipline 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/safeschools/discipline.html 
Ontario Schools – Bullying Prevention 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/bullying-we-can-all-help-stop-it 
 

 

Big things ahead - The Kindergarten Registration sign from 
the Kindergartener’s point of view.   
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Blue, Purple, Pink, Solids, Patterns – Wolverines of all ages and grades regularly wear funny clothes or costumes to have fun on 
theme days.  On globally recognized days of awareness, we Wolverines put on our ‘woke’ colours to support Bullying Awareness 
(Pink), Autism (Blue), Epilepsy (Purple) and Super-Cool Different Socks (Down Syndrome). 
 

 

 
 

  

Stars across the parking lot – What’s 
going on at Northern Secondary 
School 
Pictured here are a few examples of the learning activities going 
on at Northern.  Despite COVID restrictions, NSS teachers and 
students are finding ways to learn, plan, create, test, fail and revise 
their work in Languages, Math and Science, Technology and 
Humanities. Grade 8 families – if you haven’t decided where to 
start your high school career, take a look at Northern.  You can see 
a full selection of happenings on our website and Facebook page.  
Still curious?  Email Steve Tanner, Vice Principal, Northern SS & 
White Woods PS steve.tanner@nearnorthschools.ca 
www.nearnorthschools.ca/northern 
www.facebook.com/NorthernStarsNNDSB/ 
 

Language – There once was some words that did Rhyme, That we Learned 
about Time after Time… (go ahead…you finish this poem!) 

 
Rhyming games and songs are the best, forget all the rest, LOL! If you play oral games with your child, it can help fill in the missing 
puzzle piece they need for improving reading and writing skills and can help with memory. Phonological Awareness is the ability to 
hear and work with sounds, which is very important for reading, writing and spelling new and larger words. Both anecdotal and 
researched evidence suggests that being familiar with rhyme helps children to detect the small, phonetic components that make up 
words, and that this detection is an essential skill to learning to read and write.  Exposure to rhyme also helps children to develop 
listening and thinking skills, and vocabulary and comprehension skills. AND IT’S FUN!!  All ages need to be able to play with or 
manipulate sounds. Next time you’re driving along or sitting on the deck relaxing, or waiting for something, try some of the following: 
 
Did you know all of these verses? 
Row, Row, Row Your Boat 
Row, row, row your boat 
Gently down the stream 
Merrily, merrily, merrily, merrily 
Life is but a dream 
 
Variations… 
 Row, row, row your boat AND ADD THE FOLLOWING… 
 

…Gently up the creek  
If you see a little mouse, don’t forget to squeak! 

 
…Gently down the stream  

If you see a crocodile, don’t forget to scream! 
 

…Gently to the shore 
If you see a lion, don’t forget to roar! 
 
Funny Poems are the best:  
Snowball, by Shel Silverstein 
I made myself a snowball 
     As perfect as could be. 
I thought I’d keep it as a pet 
     And let it sleep with me. 
I made it some pajamas 
     And a pillow for its head. 
Then last night it ran away, 
     But first, it wet the bed. 
 

 
• Tell them lots of nursery rhymes like Humpty Dumpty, Jack and 

Jill, 5 Little Monkeys 
• Sing easy rhymes like Itsy, Bitsy Spider; Twinkle, Twinkle, 

Little Star; Row, Row, Row your Boat; I’m a Little Tea Pot, and 
when they know it, leave off the rhyming word for your child to 
fill in on their own 

• Read a rhyming book with them, (like Green Eggs and Ham, or 
Moose on the Loose), and leave off the rhyming word to see if 
they can say it. Pause for a bit, and if they don’t get it, fill it in 
and keep going. The more you let them try, the better they’ll get 
at it. Some may get really competitive about it! 

• Lego lover? Make Lego ‘words’ in one colour, except the 
beginning sound. Say box, with ox in one colour and b in 
another. Take off the b colour and replace it with another colour, 
now say fox. Try making longer lego chains for longer word 
representation  

• Camping out? This rhyme will spark their imagination: Star light, 
star bright, First star I see tonight, I wish I may, I wish I might, 
Have this wish I wish tonight. 

Older kids love it when you:  
• Sing songs with the radio in the car and make up funny rhyming 

words 
• Make up rhymes with their name, like in the Name Game song 

(It’s a TicTok hit now!) 
• Change ‘I Spy’ to ‘I Hear’ a word that rhymes with.... 

LEVEL UP! – rhymes have to fit a category like fruit or sport, for 
example – what is a fruit that rhymes with chair, or a sport that rhymes 
with brim 
 

Citizen Wolverine – Colour us Aware! 
 

Clockwise from far left – Biology - Shark dissection, Tech - 
Bridge design & test, Art - Patterns with household materials, 
English - Recreating a landing scene from The Martian 
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It’s a Numbers Game – Five, Ten, Fifteen, Twenty – Fun Math Games for 
you a-Plenty! 

MEMORY Math Game for Primary and Junior - Making 5’s, making 10’s, making near 10’s, 
making 100’s 

• playing cards (remove face cards and 10’s OR make your own set of number cards - find some premade cards and 
frames here: https://math.mpls.k12.mn.us/uploads/subitizing.pdf 

Game can be played by players or more. Making 5s - Place pairs or multiple cards of ace, 2, 3, 4 face down on 
flat surface. Review combinations that make 5 (1+4, 2+3 and so forth). Player 
1 flips two different cards. If they make 5, they ‘capture’ them and keep them 
in their own pile. If they don’t make 5 they flip back over and return to same 
position on surface. Player 2 takes a turn. Winner is who collects the most 
combinations of 5 until all or most cards are gone.  

PRO-Tip - like MEMORY, be sure to flip card back over in same location. 
Variations - for more challenge and older children try making 10s, 
Near-10s, 100s (cards have 10, 10, 30, etc.) 100s (pairs or multiple 
cards of aces to 9’s). Same rules as above but making 10 (e.g., ace+9, 6 and 4) 
B) Making NEAR 10’s (pairs or multiple cards of aces to 9’s). RECORD 4 or 
5 near ten numbers on sticky notes, paper, or white board, like 16, 27, 41 and 
players flip over one card and see if they can make a NEAR ten. For example, 
if player one flips a 4 he can make 20 (near ten) with 16+4, he now captures 
the 16 (return 4 to table and flip over). If there is no match, they return to 
surface face down. Whichever player captures the most ‘NEAR TENS’ wins. 
Play until all near ten numbers are captured.   

Making 100s - (use prepared number cards, a pair of each: 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, 60, 70, 80, 90). Play using rules 
of MEMORY by placing all pairs in a mixed-up order face down on flat surface. Then take turns trying to capture 
combinations that make 100 (e.g., 30 and 70, 60+40). EARLY PRIMARY version – use dot cards or five frames for 
making 5s. Or use 10 frames for making 10s.  

 
Spring + (Snow ÷ Sun) = Mud X Puddles – Suggested Clothing for the Big 
Melt  

We all know the weather during Spring can be ‘all over the place’.  Snow pants and toques in the morning, 
windbreakers and sunglasses in the afternoon.  Please send your child with water-proof footwear (hiking boots or 
shoes, rubber boots) and an extra pair of socks just in case.  As the field thaws, we are planning to use some dry 
areas of the Northern Secondary School sports field and basketball court to spread our use of our field out until the 
turf dries. 
 

Attendance & Transportation – Safe Arrival, Home-time (Buses, Pick-up, 
Walkers) – Safety First!  

Your child’s safety is our most important responsibility. To ensure your child arrives safely at school and leaves 
safely to go home, the teaching and main office team need your help daily with the following information:  

• Not Attending School (Illness, Appointment, Family Matter): call the school at 705.472.5224 
or email catherine.beer@nearnorthschools.ca 	

• Arriving after 9am or leaving before 3 pm: call the school at 705.472.5224 or email 
catherine.beer@nearnorthschools.ca	

• Bused Students: Students with bus privileges are expected to take their assigned bus to and from school. 
When a parent/guardian or approved adult picks up a bus student at the end of the day, the school MUST be 
notified before 2:15pm - call the school at 705.472.5224. 	

Walkers: Walkers may leave the school property after the final bell, once all buses & pickup students are 
out of the school building. 
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Visit the Near North DSB on YouTube!  Like, Share & Subscribe! 
 

Look for some Wolverines in these clips – 
Anti-Bullying  https://youtu.be/5-7ySzYSEcU 

Thrive in the Hive https://youtu.be/HaFJ0gq8nto 
 
 
 
 

Visit the WWWolverines on Facebook! 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/686481998607035 
 

   
   

COVID Cautions – safe routines & practices during Spring Break  

 

*** THIS MESSAGE HAS BEEN SENT TO ALL NNDSB FAMILIES BY EMAIL *** 

 

The province has implemented a province-wide stay-at-home order for four weeks in response to 
worsening trends in key health indicators across the province. 

The mental health and well-being of children continue to be a key government priority and schools 
will remain open for in-person learning through the provincial emergency and stay-at-home 
order. The Spring Break will continue as planned, from April 12-16, and schools will reopen for 
in-person learning on April 19. 

In light of the recently announced measures, it is more important than ever that we continue to follow 
health advice over the Spring Break to do our part to keep schools open, for in-person student 
learning. 

At this critical point in the pandemic, the following public health measures are 
crucial to help prevent and limit the spread of COVID-19: 

• Socialize with only your own household. 
• Stay home and get tested if you feel ill. 
• Participate in the targeted testing offered by NNDSB. 
• Screen every day, including during Spring Break, for COVID-19 symptoms before attending child 

care (the COVID-19 School and Child Care Screening Tool is available to assist families with 
symptom screening). 

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening/context 

• Practice good hand hygiene habits, masking, and physical distancing. - Refer to 
Ontario.ca/covidresponse to learn what public health measures are in place in our community. 

• Refrain from travelling. 

 
  

“Do or do not.  There is no TRY.” ― Yoda 


