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“In March, winter is holding 
back, and Spring is pulling 
forward.” ― Jean Hersey 

Welcome to White Woods Public School – 

In This issue… 
 

• March…Spring Ahead  
 

• March Dates to 
Remember 
 

• A Teacher’s Tale – Ms. 
Shawnee Penasse 

 
 

• OPP Seminar – Internet 
Safety with Cst. Robert 
Lewis 

 
• Northern’s Info Webinar 

for Grade 9s 
 

• Weather, Safe Arrivals & 
Departures 

 
• Student Cell Phone Policy 
 
• COVID Reminders 
 

It’s hard to believe how quickly the school year is 
progressing.  While the September-to-January part 
of the school year is the same length as the February-
to-June part of the year, the second half of each 
academic year seems to move more quickly – similar 
to the second or third time you travel to the same 
destination – the trip seems faster than the first time 
you visited.  The distance travelled stays the same, 
so why does the adventure seem faster and perhaps 
easier?   
 
The anticipation of ending up at a familiar place can 
shorten any journey.  The fact we’ve been through 
the journey of seasonal change many times before is 
part of our shared experience as Canadians. Last month, the groundhog correctly predicted 
more winter, but not forever.  In November, summer seemed an impossibly long time away.  
Longer daylight hours, slightly warmer temperatures, the fatigue of gearing up every time 
we go outside all help build momentum towards the spring and summer. 
 
As the school year progresses, kids have learned new things and built new skills helping 
them take on bigger academic challenges with more knowledge and experience, making 
their to-do list a bit easier to tackle.  That which seemed impossible to kids in September 
has been tried, practiced, improved and completed many times over.  Confidence, 
knowledge, skill and practice (…what learning is all about…) makes any challenge easier 
to conquer, often more quickly and with ever-better results. 
 
As you bounce into the Woods this issue, you’ll visit with a White Woods graduate, our 
new OPP School Liaison Officer, several important event dates and, as always, COVID 
updates and reminders.   
 
For joining us in the Woods – Thank you – Merci bien – Chi Miigwetch! 
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Save the Date – upcoming events 

Tuesday March 16, all day – Even a global virus can’t get in the way of Wolverines moving on to Grad!  Professional photos will be 
taken throughout the day.  Grad regalia (gown, mortarboard hat, hood/stole) will be provided.   

Thursday March 11th, Noon - The Great Big Crunch.  Bite into an apple today to promote healthy food choices and food stability.  The 
Great Big Crunch is organized by Healthy School Food Coalition ( https://www.healthyschoolfood.ca/great-big-crunch )  Healthy School Food  
provides districts and schools funding to provide food programs for student nutrition during the school day. 
 
All children should have access to healthy food at school. The Coalition for Healthy School Food works to lay the foundation for healthy eating 
habits that will last a lifetime and ensure that learning is not hindered by a lack of access to good food. 

Happenings & Goings-On 

Local Teacher found in the ‘Woods – Ms. Shawnee Penasse 
At the start of February, Mr. Hall’s Grade 7/8 class was joined by Nipissing University Teacher Education student, Shawnee Penasse.  A ‘Warm 
Wolverine Welcome’ to Ms. Penasse (who has shared her biography below): 
 

My name is Shawnee Penasse, and I am from the West Nipissing area where I attended Our Lady of 
Sorrows School followed by Northern Secondary School. I have recently graduated from Nipissing 
University with my Honours Biology program with a minor in Studio Arts. I am now back at Nipissing 
University working towards my education degree to one day give back and teach in my community.  
 
Over the past 4 weeks I have had the pleasure of completing my placement at White Woods Public 
School while learning from Mr. Hall and teaching in his grade 7/8 classroom. My teaching has focused 
on literacy and visual arts. Within Literacy, we worked on our reading aloud skills as well as reading 
comprehension through a novel study of the text “Hatchet” by Gary Paulson. For Visual Arts, we 
completed several projects focusing on the different elements of art where the students really shone 
through their creativity.	

	
Nipissing University and Canadore College are valued community partners with the NNDSB and White Woods Public School.  
We welcome the chance to be part of preparing education professionals for their professions, and benefit from each training 
candidate’s enthusiasm, special skills and unique talents.  Below are snapshots from Grade 7/8s time with Shawnee… 

    

 OPP – Our Police Partner 
On Friday February 26th, the Wolverines had the pleasure of 
welcoming Constable Robert Lewis into our school virtually to talk to 
students about internet safety and good citizenship.  Tasked with 
helping K-12 schools in the OPP’s North East region, Cst. Lewis is 
headquartered in the Nipissing West (Sudbury) Detachment.  
 
 Lewis supports communities served by the OPP by working with 
students and school teams on harm reduction, citizenship, crime 
prevention and other programming at the request of individual schools 
and boards.  A life-long resident of Sudbury (Mr. Tanner and Officer 
Lewis went to rival high schools…), Constable Lewis entered 
policing after working in real estate for several years.  While visits to 
our school aren’t possible during COVID restrictions, Lewis hopes to 
join us in person to learn more about our school community. 
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 Reach for the Stars – Grade 8 
Parent Information Conference  

White Woods parents & guardians met with the Northern Secondary 
School’s Administrative and Student Success team during the last 
week of February.  This year’s session was held online – COVID 
restrictions prevented the usual building and classroom tours.  Using 
Microsoft Teams, parents joined Candace Gendron (Guidance), 
Albert Gauthier (Resource/DLRT), Laurent Paquette (Principal) and 
Steve Tanner (Vice Principal) to get a snapshot of the course selection 
and timetabling process, IPRC and IEP transitioning, and welcome 
activities we hope to stage for all new Stars.   
 
This upcoming year, incoming Grade 9s will see a familiar face at 
Northern – Mr. Tanner is shared between White Woods & Northern 
and will be an excellent support for our All-Star Wolverines. 
 
If you missed the online session, email VP Steve Tanner for a copy of 
the PowerPoint presentation and any questions you have about Grade 
9 at Northern SS.  

Spring + (Snow ÷ Sun) = Mud X 
Puddles – Suggested Clothing for 
the Big Melt  

We all know the weather during Spring can be ‘all over the 
place’.  Snow pants and toques in the morning, windbreakers 
and sunglasses in the afternoon.  Please send your child with 
water-proof footwear (hiking boots or shoes, rubber boots) and 
an extra pair of socks and splash pants.  As the field thaws, we 
are planning to use some drier areas of the Northern 
Secondary School sports field and basketball court to spread 
our use of our field out until the turf dries. 

 

Attendance & Transportation – Safe Arrival, Hometime (Buses, Pick-up, 
Walkers) – Safety First!  

Your child’s safety is our most important responsibility. To ensure your child arrives safely at school and leaves safely to go home, the teaching 
and main office team need your help daily with the following information:  

• Not Attending School (Illness, Appointment, Family Matter): call the school at 705.472.5224 or email 
catherine.beer@nearnorthschools.ca 	

• Arriving after 9am or leaving before 3 pm: call the school at 705.472.5224 or email catherine.beer@nearnorthschools.ca 	
• Bused Students: Students with bus privileges are expected to take their assigned bus to and from school. When a parent/guardian or 

approved adult picks up a bus student at the end of the day, the school MUST be notified before 2:15pm - call the school at 
705.472.5224. 	

• Walkers: Walkers can leave the school property after the final bell, once all buses and pickup students are out of the school building.	

Provincial Code of Conduct – Student owned Cell phones & Mobile Devices  

At White Woods PS, cell phones and personal electronic devices (i.e., tablets, gaming devices...) must be turned off before entering school 
property and placed in student backpacks for the day upon entry to the building. No cell phone or device will be used during the school day, 
including recess and lunch. Our school policy is taken directly from the Provincial Student Code of Conduct.  

When family emergencies happen, parents are expected to contact the school to reach their child during the school day. Please do not text or call 
your child on their cell phone during the day.  

Should a cell phone or other device be confiscated by a staff member during the day, the student will only be able to retrieve it at the end of the 
day. The second time a device is confiscated a parent will be contacted and will be expected to come to the school to pick up the device. It will 
not be handed back to the student.  

The school cannot take responsibility for the loss, damage or theft of any electronic device.  

Ministry of Education. Policy Memo – Code of conduct, including mobile device use by students:  

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/128.pdf  

Ministry of Education FAQ for Parents & Guardians – Cell Phones & Mobile Devices:  

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/safeschools/personal-mobile-devices-in-school- parent.pdf  

	



Into the Woods – Monthly news from White Woods Public School 
 

Visit us on Facebook…search White Woods Wolverines 
Visit us on the web…http://www.nearnorthschools.ca/white-woods/ 

 

 

- 4 - 

COVID Cautions – safe routines & practices in our School –  

School entrances and exits are assigned to specific cohorts (class groups) for all movement in and out of the building. 
Students can enter the building at 8:30 and will go directly to their classroom. Parents may not enter the building at drop-off 
or pick-up. Students are reminded to cover their faces, to wash and sanitize their hands and to keep 6 feet of space between 
each other.  

Although elementary and intermediate students are not required to self-scree, Use the student self- assessment 
website to check your child’s wellness daily is highly encouraged... https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-
screening/context  

If you answered “NO” to all the questions, your child may go to school.  

If you answered “YES” to any of the symptoms included under question 1:  

• Your child should stay home to isolate immediately.  
• Contact your child’s health care provider for further advice or assessment, including if your child needs a COVID-19 test or other 

treatment.  

If you answered “YES” to only one of the symptoms included under question 2:  

• Your child should stay home for 24 hours from when the symptom started.  
• If the symptom is improving, your child may return to school/childcare when they feel well enough to do so. A negative COVID-19 test 

is not required to return.  
• If the symptom persists or worsens, contact your child’s health care provider for further advice or assessment, including if your child 

needs a COVID-19 test or other treatment.  

If you answered “YES” to two or more of the symptoms included under question 2:  

• Your child should stay home to isolate immediately.  
• Contact your child’s health care provider for further advice or assessment, including if your child needs a COVID-19 test or other 

treatment.  
• Your child should stay home to isolate immediately and follow the advice of public health. If your child develops additional symptoms, 

you should contact your local public health unit or your child’s health care provider for further advice.  

“Knowledge is power.  Experience is powerful.” ― Sir Francis Bacon meets Robbie Naish 

 


