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 “If hindsight is 20-20, 
I’m glad 2020 is 
hindsight!” 

― Anonymous 
 

 

In this issue... 

• Looking both ways 

in 2021 

• COVID Reminders 

PLUS…Current 

Local & Provincial 

Information Links 

Welcome to White Woods Public School –  
 
 
 
Unique to Roman mythology, the god Janus was believed to have two faces - one looking 
forward into the future and one looking back on the past.  As the god of beginnings and 
of endings, of time and of transitions, Janus’ name was borrowed to create the name of 
the first month of our calendar - January.  Many of us celebrate each new year by saying 
goodbye to the year that is ending while welcoming a new year, looking to the future 
with hope and enthusiasm at the same time looking back at a year of memories.     

 

If we could get inside Janus’ head as he looked back at 2020, what would he be thinking 
about the year just passed?  A quick check of news headlines would probably force Janus 
to move as quickly, and as far away from 2020 as a god could get.  Most would agree 
2020 was a most challenging, confusing and demanding year with the pandemic 
continuing to affect all lives in many ways.  It has been a global test for how we manage 
our personal, family and work/school lives, solving new challenges daily by learning 
new things, changing habits and being aware of how each of us has some responsibility 
for all of us. 

 

Welcome back to White Woods for the second half of a school year like no other.  
Whether at home or in the school building, Wolverines are ‘all-in’ to the learning and 
teaching activities continuing daily staying Safe, Happy & Productive - in that order.  
Your visit to the ‘Woods this month reinforces the expectations from the Provincial 
Government, local Health Unit and NNDSB intended to keep us all safe and well.   
 

Cover your Face.  Wash your hands.  Keep your Space 

#MaskHandsDistance #StopTheSpread. #BeatTheBug 
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COVID Cautions – Safe Routines & Practices in our School – REVISED  
 
Provincial Emergency Order Expanding Public Safety Requirements for All Ontarians –  
 
On January 12, 2020, the Ontario government, in consultation with the Chief Medical Officer of Health and other health experts, declared a 
second provincial emergency under s 7.0.1 (1) of the Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act (EMPCA).  This emergency order came into 
full effect on Thursday January 14th, 2021.  The full press release and details are available on the provincial website at –  
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/59922/ontario-declares-second-provincial-emergency-to-address-covid-19-crisis-and-save-lives 
 
 
In addition to the existing public safety directives, the following requirements apply to school communities (Students, Staff, Visitors): 
• All staff and visitors entering the school building MUST wear a face covering and maintain physical distance from others. 
• Staff and visitors must take a COVID Self Screen located at https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening/ 

ALL SCHOOLS IN THE NNDSB ARE REQUIRED TO OPERATE ACCORDING TO PROVINCIAL DIRECTIVES – THE COMPLETE 
LIST IS LOCATED HERE –  https://www.ontario.ca/page/covid-19-reopening-schools 

• School entrances and exits are assigned to specific cohorts (class groups) for all movement in and out of the building.   
• Students can enter the building at 8:30 and will go directly to their classroom.  Parents may not enter the building at drop-off or pick-up.   
• Students from Grades 1 to 8 must wear a face covering (covering nose to under chin at all times inside and outside – masks can come off 

during eating times – students should stay 6 ft/2 m or more from each other). 
• All bus students are required to wear a face covering during the entire time during their ride; sanitizing hands before boarding and after 

exiting the bus is strongly encouraged; physical distancing will be maintained while students are waiting to load buses.  Safe seating practices 
will be managed by the bus driver according to transportation consortium requirements 

District Information Web Links –  

Near North District School Board – https://www.nearnorthschools.ca/ 

Nipissing Parry Sound District Health Unit – https://www.myhealthunit.ca/en/index.asp 

Nipissing Parry Sound Student Transportation Services – http://www.npssts.ca/npssts/ 

Town of West Nipissing – https://www.westnipissing.ca/ 

My West Nipissing Now – https://www.mywestnipissingnow.com/ 

City of North Bay - https://www.northbay.ca/ 

North Bay Nugget - https://www.nugget.ca/ 

 

 
check your child’s wellness daily – use the self-assessment tool 
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening/context  Download the COVID Alert app https://covid-19.ontario.ca/covidalert 

 

If you answered “NO” to all the questions, your child may go to school. 
 
If you answered “YES” to any of the symptoms included under question 1:  
• Your child should stay home to isolate immediately.  
• Contact your child’s health care provider for further advice or assessment, including if your child needs a COVID-19 test or other treatment.  

If you answered “YES” to only one of the symptoms included under question 2:  
• Your child should stay home for 24 hours from when the symptom started.  
• If the symptom is improving, your child may return to school/childcare when they feel well enough to do so. A negative COVID-19 test is not 

required to return.  
• If the symptom persists or worsens, contact your child’s health care provider for further advice or assessment, including if your child needs a 

COVID-19 test or other treatment.  

If you answered “YES” to two or more of the symptoms included under question 2: 
• Your child should stay home to isolate immediately and follow the advice of public health - call the Health Unit at 1.800.563.1400 or 

705.474.1400 press 6. 
• Contact your child’s health care provider for further advice or assessment, including if your child needs a COVID-19 test or other treatment.  
• If your child develops additional symptoms, you should contact your local public health unit or your child’s health care provider for further 

advice. 

“You can get excited about the future. The past won’t mind.”   
 

―  Hilary DePiano 

Visit us on the web 
www.nearnorthschools.ca/white-woods/ 

 
Visit us on Facebook…search 

White Woods Wolverines 

  


