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Welcome to White Woods Public School –  
 
 
Holiday traditions vary from country to country, family to family, and over time.  Some experience 
excitement and joy beyond description.  Some feel dread, sadness, anger and frustration.  The passing 
of family holiday traditions year after year through shared activities, stories & pictures 
can help us change our focus, even for a short while, allowing time with family, 
time to rest, time to change the daily routine a bit.  Where traditions might 
usually provide comfort, happiness and peace, it is wise to remember some 
find holiday traditions a source of stress, sadness and conflict. 

Several times every year, holidays built on history and tradition arrive on 
our calendars.  Many families are fortunate to be able get together to catch 
up on each other’s lives, to share their histories and plan their futures 
usually while gathering for family meals.  The Christmas season is 
a holiday celebrated in some way in 160 countries.  A common 
thread in these celebrations is the idea of gratitude – being thankful 
for blessings and sharing as much as possible with relatives, 
friends, neighbours and strangers who are struggling or less 
fortunate.  As kids grow older, they start to adapt the traditions of 
their parents and grandparents, usually adding their own personal touches to make the memory of 
Santa Claus and the spirit of the holidays their own.  This year, the idea of gathering relatives and 
friends together to celebrate anything is a risky one.  Knowing how we can do our own part in 
protecting each other and ourselves, is a gift for which we can all be grateful.  In a year or so, it will 
be interesting to see how the events of 2020 will weave their way into our traditions and the traditions 
young people take up and continue.  

 
This issue of Into the Woods will give you COVID updates, school events, programs and community 
partnership news.  During your December walk through the ‘Woods to find a Christmas tree, to gather 
firewood or boughs to decorate your home, or just to enjoy nature during the holiday break – please 
stay safe up to, and during the holidays.  Twenty-Twenty has been a most special year, earning us all 
a break and preparing for whatever 2021 has in store.  From your school team, wishes for safe and 
peaceful holidays to all White Woods families. 
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Be Buddies, Not Bullies – Bullying Awareness & Prevention Week –  

We continue to have community circle talks to discuss the difference between conflict and bullying, and to 
remind ourselves how to problem solve conflict (ask your child about STOP – TALK – WALK – TELL). 
Wednesday November 18th was Pink Shirt Day.  Across Canada, schools are celebrating Pink Shirt Day as a 
day to stamp-out bullying.  

During Bullying Awareness and Prevention Week (November 16th – 20th), all students in the NNDSB 
participated in workshops and activities created by community organizations to help recognize and act against 
bullying behaviour.  Students in grades 9-12 talked about the impact of bystander intervention and how to 
safely intervene.  Elementary students learned how to “Speak Up and Help Out” when they are confronted 
with mean, rude or bullying-type behaviour.  From the workshops and discussions, Wolverines created 
classroom posters and PSA videos to help classmates ‘speak up and help out’ when they see conflict turn into 
bullying.  The street sign near the school entrance said it best – Be Buddies, Not Bullies. 
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The World is Our Classroom – New ‘Outdoor Shoes’, a Room with a 
View, Plaid & PJs, Helping out our Neighbours –  

The snow arrived suddenly the first week of December, giving students and staff the chance to try out the new shipment of 
snowshoes.  Purchased with funds raised during school fundraising activities, the new equipment (25 pairs!) is larger in size to 
allow for older students and adults join in on some ‘winter-waddling’.  Indoor activities continue with Plaid Day, Pajama Day 
and Ugly Christmas Sweater Day helping us get in the 
swing of the holiday season. 
 
Also seeing lots of visitors during outside time is the 
newly constructed ‘outdoor classroom’, the result of a 
generous donation from the Ladaroute-Brett family.  
The family children are White Woods/Frank Casey 
alumnae, having proudly graduated from WWPS/FCPS 
several years ago.  The structure provides shelter from 
the weather during recess times and will be seeing use 
as a gathering space by classes who are learning 
outside the school.  Once health restrictions allow, 
there are plans in the works to formally dedicate the 
structure and thank the family for their generosity and 
ongoing school spirit. 
 
In the spirit of the upcoming holiday season, students and staff are gathering donations to the local food bank. From 
Wednesday December 1st through Friday December 11th, donations of packaged food or cash donations will be collected 
through school to help feed our community.  Canned goods, tetra-pack liquids, sealed boxed food or dry goods can be brought 
to the school. Soup, baby formula and personal hygiene products are in high demand.  Cash donations can be made using 
School Cash Online.  Families in need will benefit from the sharing spirit of Team Wolverine. 

 

 Author Visit – Kevin Sylvester 

On Tuesday December 15, Canadian sports journalist & 
broadcaster, author and cartoonist, Kevin Sylvester will be 
paying a virtual visit to Mrs. Mitchell’s, Ms. Vanderwall’s 
and Mr. Moulton’s classes. 

Author of several books and series including Minrs and Neil 
Flambé, Sylvester has been a nominee and winner of multiple 
Forest of Reading awards, has won the Junior Library Guild 
Gold Medal Choice and was a nominee for the prestigious 
Stephen Leacock Award for Humour. 

Mr. Sylvester was a sportscaster for CBC Radio, anchoring 
radio coverage of four Olympic Games.  Read more about 
Sylvester and his work at  

https://www.kevinsylvester.online/about-1 
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Provincial Code of Conduct – Student owned Cell phones & Mobile 
Devices 

At White Woods PS, cell phones and personal electronic devices (i.e., tablets, gaming devices…) must be turned off before 
entering school property and placed in student backpacks for the day upon entry to the building. No cell phone or device will 
be used during the school day, including recess and lunch.  Our school policy is taken directly from the Provincial Student 
Code of Conduct. 

Should a cell phone or other device be confiscated by a staff member during the day, the student will only be able to retrieve it 
at the end of the day. The second time a device is confiscated a parent will be contacted and will be expected to come to the 
school to pick up the device. It will not be handed back to the student. 

Parents are expected to contact the school to reach their child during the school day. Please do not text or call your child on 
their cell phone during the day. 

The school cannot take responsibility for the loss, damage or theft of any electronic device. 

Ministry of Education. Policy Memo – Code of conduct, including mobile 
device use by students: 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/128.pdf 

Ministry of Education FAQ for Parents & Guardians – Cell Phones & Mobile 
Devices: 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/safeschools/personal-mobile-devices-in-school-parent.pdf 

 

What to Wear for Winter in ‘the 
Woods’ –  

With the first snow flurries already swirling around us, being 
prepared for wintry weather will ensure your student has a 
safe trip to and from school and is able to participate fully 
during outside time after nutrition breaks and during Gym. 

Outerwear - Jackets, coats, splash-pants and snow-pants 
that are wind- and water resistant are the best choices.  
Layering jackets and pants give your student options as the 
weather changes during the day.  Items that dry easily when 
hung up will help with your student’s comfort.  Ensure snaps, 
buttons, zippers, closures are in good shape.   

Feet, Hands & Head – waterproof insulated boots, rubber 
boots with insulated linings, insulated hiking shoes all help 
protect from cold and wet while providing traction during 
spirited outdoor activity.  Please ensure laces or other closures 
are in good shape.  Mitts offer the best protection against 
cold, and gloves allow for best movement if playing a sport 
during outside time.  Waterproof gloves or mitts with backup 
fleece liners can help when conditions are wet.  Choose 
jackets with built-in hoods, a toque or insulated cap, with a 
scarf or gaiter to cover neck and face keep the warmth in. 
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Parent Partnership using EDSBY –  

All families should have received a phone and email message recently explaining the steps for setting up and logging in to 
EDSBY.  All teachers and the administrative team will be using EDSBY to post class materials, assignments and resources, to 
manage evaluation, grades and reports, and will use EDSBY messaging to contact with parents and guardians.  Setting up your 
parent account is simple; you must complete and return a CASL release form that allows the school and board to contact you 
electronically.  To be emailed a copy of the CASL form and get help trouble-shooting your EDSBY parent account, email 
Cathy Beer catherine.beer@nearnorthschools.ca (School Secretary) or Steve Tanner steve.tanner@nearnorthschools.ca (Vice 
Principal) 
 
Information about EDSBY and CASL is available on the Board’s website: 
 
Parent account information 
https://www.nearnorthschools.ca/blog/14249/14249/  
 
EDSBY features and account setup 
https://www.nearnorthschools.ca/edsby-parents/  
 
Release form for parents to complete and return to school 
https://www.nearnorthschools.ca/board/casl/ 
 

COVID Cautions – safe routines & practices in our School – 

School entrances and exits are assigned to specific cohorts (class groups) for all movement in and out of the building.  
Students can enter the building at 8:30 and will go directly to their classroom.  Parents may not enter the building at drop-off 
or pick-up.  Students are reminded to cover their faces, to wash and sanitize their hands and to keep 6 feet of space between 
each other. 

Use the student self-assessment website to check your child’s wellness daily… 
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening/context  

 

If you answered “NO” to all the questions, your child may go to school. 
 
If you answered “YES” to any of the symptoms included under question 1:  
• Your child should stay home to isolate immediately.  
• Contact your child’s health care provider for further advice or assessment, including if your child needs a COVID-19 test or 

other treatment.  

If you answered “YES” to only one of the symptoms included under question 2:  
• Your child should stay home for 24 hours from when the symptom started.  
• If the symptom is improving, your child may return to school/childcare when they feel well enough to do so. A negative 

COVID-19 test is not required to return.  
• If the symptom persists or worsens, contact your child’s health care provider for further advice or assessment, including if 

your child needs a COVID-19 test or other treatment.  

If you answered “YES” to two or more of the symptoms included under question 2: 
• Your child should stay home to isolate immediately.  
• Contact your child’s health care provider for further advice or assessment, including if your child needs a COVID-19 test or 

other treatment.  
• Your child should stay home to isolate immediately and follow the advice of public health.  
• If your child develops additional symptoms, you should contact your local public health unit or your child’s health care 

provider for further advice. 

“Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn't before; “Maybe 
Christmas,” he thought, “doesn't come from a store.; Maybe 
Christmas...perhaps...means a little bit more!” ―  Dr. Seuss 

Visit us on the web 
www.nearnorthschools.ca/white-woods/ 

 
Visit us on Facebook…search 

White Woods Wolverines 

  


