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Return-to-school Issue 
September 14, 2020

White Woods Public School, Sturgeon Falls ON

 “Fall seven times, stand up 
eight.” 

― Japanese Proverb 

 

In this issue... 

• School Bus Safety 

• Safe Arrival  

• COVID Caution 

• What to bring ‘into the 
Woods’ 

• Info & Documents for 

Families 

• Code of Conduct 

• School Council 

• New Wolverines 

Welcome to White Woods Public School. 

Happy September everyone.  For students and families new to West Nipissing, welcome 
to our community and we look forward to getting to know you.  For returning students and 
families, we are glad to see you again.  For everyone of all ages – what a year it has been!  
Day-to-day activities for everyone have changed, forcing us all to think about and to do 
things differently.  As we already know, staying safe in the middle of the COVID-19 
pandemic has had a big impact on learning, teaching and supporting the wellbeing of our 
students.  Our return to school has been planned in partnership with the Ministry of 
Education, the Ontario Medical Officer of Health, the Nipissing Parry Sound Public 
Health Unit, the Near North District School Board senior management team and school 
administrators, teachers, staff and parents.  With safety as the top priority, every 
precaution possible has been taken to keep kids safe as they return to their in-school 
learning.  While the circumstances are very different this year, the teamwork invested in 
planning for this year’s return to school is nothing new.    

This first issue of Into the Woods will give you startup information (registration, bussing, 
staff & class & contact information) and the specific safety requirements for staying safe 
at school during health unit ordered pandemic-response.  It will be a different year for 
everyone; the most used phrase, “We’re all in this together,’ has never been more true.  As 
we move into a very unique school year, we’re happy you have chosen to be with us at 
White Woods.  
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School Bus Safety - the ‘Rules of the Ride’ 

Happy September everyone.  For students and families new to 
West Nipissing, welcome to our community and we look 
forward to getting to know you. To help our bus operators 
keep our kids safe riding to and from school, parents of 
school bus passengers should be familiar with expectations 
for children riding the bus and take some time to talk about 
the Rules of the Ride on school buses with your children: 

Follow the instructions from the driver at all times - any 
instructions or requests are for your safety and the safety of 
all riders 

Be quiet and orderly - driving a bus full of students is a big 
responsibility and requires concentration 

Remain in your seat and keep the aisle clear - standing or 
walking inside while the bus is moving is dangerous 

Always wear a mask – this applies to students of all ages 
while on the bus 

The driver may ask for help from the Vice Principal if a 
student continues to put themselves or others at risk by 
ignoring expectations. Riding the school bus is a privilege 
that may be taken away should a student continues to ignore 
the Rules of the Ride 

Safe Arrival & Departure 

Absences - If unable to attend due to illness or family reasons, 
call the office in advance at 705-472-5244 - leave a message 
if your call is not answered. If your child is absent and we 
haven't been notified, we must verify the child's whereabouts 
- we will make every reasonable attempt to contact home.   

Late Arrivals & Early Exits - Students arriving late – please 
report to the main office to sign-in. If you must pick your 
child up during the day please notify the school in advance – 
the doors will be locked during the school day –  

Public Access to School Building – the doors will be locked 
during the school day according to health unit guidelines for 
pandemic control.  Parents and visitors from outside agencies 
must call ahead to arrange entry to the school. 

Family Emergencies - please call the school before attending 
and we will plan for your arrival for pick-up. 

End of Day Bus, Pickup & Walkers – the end of the day is 
quite busy, especially with COVID-19 limitations.  Bus riders 
are released in stages; walkers are delayed until last bell; 
parent-pickups gather at the Kindergarten play enclosure and 
wait until student (and any siblings) have gathered at the 
fence (standing 6 feet apart from others, of course). Once the 
parent and child/children match up, the students will be 
released by the bus monitor staff.  Please watch for the traffic 
direction/one-way signs if you pull into the drive-up area. 

 

 

Busing information can be viewed online at https://www.npssts.ca/ 
 

 

COVID Cautions – safe routines & practices in our School 

Complete the COVID test for your child daily to track symptoms develop day-to-day 
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/self-assessment.  Every person entering a school 
building in our district must self-assess for COVID-19 symptoms daily.  If any 
symptoms are present, your child must stay home; if a child develops symptoms 
while at school, they will be isolated and parents will be contacted to pick up their 
child.  COVID+positive students will require clearance from the North Bay Parry 
Sound District Health Unit before returning to school. 

School entrances and exits will be assigned to specific cohorts (class groups) for all 
movement in and out of the building.  Students will be allowed to enter the building 
at 8:30 and will go directly to their classroom.  Parents may not enter the building at 
drop-off or pick-up   

Students will be reminded to cover their faces, to wash and sanitize their hands and to 
keep 6 feet of space between each other. 

#MaskHandsDistance 
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Organization & Movement in the School 

We do our best to place students with teachers and classmates 
in a way that makes the most sense for learning for everybody.  
Each year students may come into our school area and others may 
move away; Class size regulations may require us to reorganize the 
class lists to keep people and resources balanced during the first 
three weeks of school.   

Your child may be one of many who  may end up having a different 
teacher and some different classmates after reorganizing is 
complete.  Be assured the staff and administrative team will work 
hard to transition any student into their revised classroom and 
schedule. Families will be contacted if such moves are needed – 
please call or email Lynn Baldwin (Principal) or Steve Tanner 
(Vice Principal) if you have any questions or concerns. 

 

 
What to bring ‘into the Woods’ 

BRING YOUR FAVORITE MASK (FACE COVERING).  Face 
coverings should be made of cloth (avoid loose mesh, plastic, rubber).  
Forgot your mask?  We will give you one at the office.  Lockers are not being 
used this year (they are ‘high touch surfaces’…good for germs, bad for 
people).  Students should bring all their own personal and learning 
materials they need with them daily (extra shoes can be left at desk, changes 
of clothes will be stored safely in specified classroom spaces, jackets will be 
hung on chair-backs).  We will supply some basic materials if students need 
items (paper, pencils, colouring/painting,cutting/gluing tools). 

Sharing - PLEASE – DO NOT SHARE SNACKS, LUNCHES, 
CLOTHING, SCHOOL SUPPLIES OR PERSONAL ITEMS.  Sharing 
supplies and personal items increases the risk of viral spread. 

Info & Documents for Families 

In an effort to limit possible viral spread, we won’t be sending much paper home 
with your student this year. We will be using the school website at 
https://www.nearnorthschools.ca/white-woods/  or general information and 
daily news.  All teachers and the administrative team will be using EDSBY to 
post class materials, assignments and resources, to manage evaluation, grades and 
reports, and will use EDSBY messaging to contact with parents and guardians.  
Setting up your parent account is fairly simple; you must complete antd return a 
CASL release forms that allows the school and board to contact you 
electronically.  To be emailed a copy of the CASL form and get a step-by-step 
guide to setting up your EDSBY parent account, email 
steve.tanner@nearnorthschools.ca (Vice Principal) or 
catherine.beer@nearnorthschools.ca (School Secretary) 
 

 

Be Aware, We Care – Allergies, Animals & Scents – there are children & adults in our school community who 
have food, animal  & scent allergies that may seriously harm them if exposed.   Please don’t send foods 

containing nuts or nut products to school (…also no home-made treats for class events without confirmation 
with your child’s teacher).   

Proudly sharing your pet with classmates can also trigger allergic reactions. Having a pet in the school puts 
the animal at risk of accident or injury.  Bring a photo or video to share with school-friends. 

No Scents Make Sense – perfumes, colognes, body sprays, moisturizing creams – all may trigger reactions in 
others (asthma, hives, headaches…) avoid using these if you can. 
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WWPS Handbook & Code of Conduct 
 
The School Code of Conduct is located in the school handbook on our 
school website at this link: 
https://www.nearnorthschools.ca/white-woods/wp-
content/uploads/sites/32/2019/11/WWPS-Code-of-Conduct-
20192020.pdf 
Take some time to read and discuss the handbook and code of conduct 
with your child.  The Code is based on the Ontario Ministry of Education 
code and is revised every year following the Near North District School 
Board’s Administrative Guidelines Our Code of Conduct is a guide to 
understand how we are to meet behavior expectations while at school, and 
outlines progressive consequences in response to unacceptable conduct. 
https://www.nearnorthschools.ca/board/administrative-guidelines/.   

New Wolverines 

NEW ADDITIONS TO TEAM WOLVERINE! 

Jordaan Allison, Teacher - Mr. Allison is excited to be joining the education team at White Woods Public 
School! When he’s not preparing for class, you’ll find him enjoying hobbies like cycling, creative writing, reading, 
sewing, screen printing, and watching repeats of Star Trek Next Generation. Mr. Allison is also the owner/operator 
of a local DJ business and has been scratching records since he was 13 years old. During the summer he studied 
Scratch coding and can’t wait to explore more with the students during the new school year.   

 

 

Sean Daly, Teacher - Throughout my career I have been fortunate to have explored teaching opportunities in many 
different places. I have taught near large cities like Toronto and Edmonton, and in smaller towns in North Carolina. Most 
recently I was teaching in Burk’s Falls. I am an avid athlete (i.e., basketball, volleyball, golf, mountain biking) and look 
forward to the return of extracurriculars for the students, whenever that may be! Currently, my position is one of the “At-
Home Learning Teachers” and I am excited to join the White Woods team! 

Lee Galsworthy, Teacher - Hello, my name is Lee Galsworthy, I am the new grade 3/4 teacher at White Woods. I 
have been living in Sturgeon Falls for the last five years with my family. I love to be out on the water canoeing 
and swimming with my kiddos in the spring and summer months. In the fall and winter, my family and I enjoy 
hiking, snowshoeing, and watching a comedy or two. I am happy to be a part of the White Woods family. 

 

 Tracy Labbe, Educational Assistant - I have worked with the Near North Board for about 10 years. doing lunch 
supervision at the start.  She loves to bake and make chocolate treats. Tracy enjoys reading, going for walks, and 
watching Hockey Night in Canada. 

Steve Tanner, Vice Principal – Steve is shared with Northern Secondary School.  In his seventh year as a VP, 
Steve has been part of the admin teams at West Ferris SS, the Laurentian Learning Centre, Chippewa SS, 
and taught Co-op at Widdifield, Business at Chippewa & Outdoor Ed. at FJ McElligott in Mattawa.  Steve’s 
wife, Jennifer (also a teacher) and daughters Abbey and Madeline (with their two awesome doggos, 
Guinness & Isla), spend summers boating, swimming and waterskiing, and enjoy downhill skiing and 
snowmobiling to pass the winter months. “Working with both Mrs. Baldwin and Mr. Paquette to bring White 
Woods and Northern closer together is a welcome challenge. I also like wearing the orange vest at recess!”  

 
Katherine Wood, Teacher - Hello, my name is Kathryn Wood and I am teaching Grade 1/2 Remote Learning this year 
based out of White Woods. I grew up in the Toronto area but I live in North Bay now. I enjoy spending time outside 
hiking and exploring. I'm excited to be a part of White Woods and looking forward to getting to know the community 
better. 
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School Council 
School council is a represents the families belonging to the school community and  serves an advisory role to the school 
administrative team.  Terms are one year. The group meets on an agreed-upon calendar and brings together the following 
members: 

• Parents (no limit…many hands…) 
• 1 Teacher 
• 1 non-Teaching staff   
• 1 Community Representative 
• Principal & Vice Principal 

 
Email lynn.baldwin@nearnorthschools.ca or steve.tanner@nearnorthschools.ca  

“She stood in the storm and when the wind did not blow her way, 
she adjusted her sails.” 

― Elizabeth Edwards 

 

 

White Woods Public School 
177 Ethel St, Sturgeon Falls, ON P2B 2Z8 

(705) 472-5224 

 


