
Literacy Skills in Early Learning 
Oral Language: 
 Oral language is the first thing your child learns. Talking and 
listening is the way your child makes sense of the world and you, as 
parents, are their first teachers.  Take the time to talk with your child. 
They learn through listening, imitating and mimicking. Speak slowly 
and correct the words they mispronounce to help their mouth make the 
correct sounds. This helps them so much when learning to read and 
write.  
 Oral language develops simultaneously with literacy 
development. This includes listening comprehension, verbal expression, 
and vocabulary development. Oral language development is facilitated 
when children have many opportunities to use language in interactions 
with adults and each other and when they listen and respond to stories. 
Young children build vocabulary when they engage in activities that are 
stimulating. Try encouraging them to describe events and build their 

background knowledge of a variety of topics. 

TIPS FOR PARENTS TO SUPPORT ORAL LANGUAGE 
DEVELOPMENT IN YOUNG CHILDREN: 

oMake moments matter: There are 
opportunities for your child to develop their 
oral language many times a day. The key is to 
make the most of these moments. 

oWhile sitting down to eat, ask your child questions, whether it be 
about their day, or the food they are eating. Keep them engaged by 
being enthusiastic and responding with questions. “I wonder” 
questions are a wonderful way to engage your child in conversation. 
E.g., “I wonder why you eat your beans before your potatoes”.  
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oWhile reading a story, ask them questions throughout.  

oWhile playing a game talk about what you are doing, let them explain their 
thinking. 

oMake sure to pause. Children at this age need time to form a response. Wait 
5-10 seconds before asking again. Pauses are important because they slow 
down interactions, provide your child with time to think, process, and form a 
response.  

Did you know? 

Singing, nursery rhymes, finger-plays and poetry increases your child’s brain 
development. It accelerates the area in the brain that is responsible for processing 
sound, language development, speech perception and reading skills. Singing helps 
your child learn how language is constructed and it boosts their mood, awareness 
and attention. Remember these songs from your childhood? Try them out! 
‣ The ABC Song 
‣ This Old Man 
‣ Wheels on the Bus 
‣ I’m a Little Teapot 
‣ Down by the Bay 
‣ Five Little Monkeys 
‣ You are my Sunshine 
‣ If You’re Happy and You Know It  
‣ Itsy Bitsy Spider 
‣ Row, Row, Row Your Boat 
‣ Old MacDonald Had a Farm  

Early Literacy Development:  
Building literacy at home is all about having fun! It requires no special tools or 
specific activities. All it requires is you, interacting and playing with your child in 
ways that encourage conversation. Reading to your child is one of the most 
important things you can do. Not only does it promote bonding and a sense of 
well-being, reading helps your child’s development in a number of ways. Reading 
promotes their imagination, increases their attention span, teaches your child about 
language (sounds, words, rhyme, rhythm), early literacy skills and social skills. 
Children who are read to regularly develop a love of reading and stories. It builds 
brain networks and sets them on the path of life-long learning.  

 2

“Play is how children learn. What we 
want to do in our play-based 

approach to learning is fire a child’s 
imagination. Fire a child’s curiosity. 

Children learn by becoming 
fascinated, and the more fascinated 

they are, the more they will be 
driven to learn how to read.” 

 -Dr Stuart Shanker



TIPS FOR PARENTS CREATED BY WELCOME TO 
KINDERGARTEN: 

oFind a time each day to sit and read a 
book with your child. Do this for five 
minutes to start. Increase the time to 10 to 
15 minutes as your child enjoys the time 
together. 

oHave your child hold the book and turn 
the pages 

oTalk about the pictures and the story and make connections to the child’s 
experiences. 

oEncourage your child to talk about the book and retell the story. Ask questions 
such as “Where do you think she is going? Why?” 

oRead many kinds of books, e.g., counting and other math related books, story 
books and information books. 

oRead with expression and have fun together! 

oSing songs from books and read them time and time again. 

Literacy in Early Learning Kindergarten: 
Every classroom is different. Educators have different approaches depending on 
the needs of the class. One thing they have in common is a goal to encourage 
literacy in all aspects of your child’s day. Whether it be a read aloud or a scavenger 
hunt, your child will be forming a love of discovery and will want to learn more.  

OVERALL LITERACY EXPECTATIONS IN ELK 

As children progress through the Kindergarten program, they: 
oCommunicate with others in a variety of ways, for a variety of purposes, 

and in a variety of contexts. 
oDemonstrate literacy behaviours that enable beginning readers to make 

sense of a variety of texts. 
oDemonstrate literacy behaviours that enable beginning writers to 

communicate with others. 
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oDemonstrate an understanding and critical awareness of a variety of 
written materials that are read by and with their educators.  
oDemonstrate an understanding and critical awareness of media texts, 

questions, and representations of their findings. 
oCommunicate their thoughts and feelings, and their theories and ideas, 

through various art forms. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE FROM THESE RESOURCES: 

Ontario Ministry of Education, 23/4/18, Full day kindergarten 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/literacy.html 

Reading Rockets, Dorothy Strickland, Shannon Riley-Ayers, April 2006, Early 
Literacy: Policy and Practice in the Preschool Years  
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/early-literacy-policy-and-practice-preschool-years 

Near North District School Board, May 2020, Early Literacy series Part 1 

https://sway.office.com/bjEjznvkxoJS61vs?ref=Link 

The Hanen Center, 2016, Tips for parents 

http://www.hanen.org/Helpful-Info/Parent-Tips.aspx 

View this week’s video  on our Sunset Park Facebook Page to see some 
specific examples of how you can incorporate literacy into your daily life 

to build Oral Language, Reading and Writing Skills.
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https://www.readingrockets.org/articles/by-author/60791
https://www.readingrockets.org/articles/by-author/62949
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/early-literacy-policy-and-practice-preschool-years
https://sway.office.com/bjEjznvkxoJS61vs?ref=Link
http://www.hanen.org/Helpful-Info/Parent-Tips.aspx
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