
 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday September 7, 2021 

 

Dear families of the South Shore school community, 

Welcome back to what will once again be a unique start to the school year. My name is Tammy Melnyk 
and I am happy to be continuing as Principal at South Shore Education Centre. I know that there is a lot 
of excitement and mixed with anxiety as we embark upon a school year filled with changing protocols 
and routines to keep everyone safe. I am relieved that we are in a space where we can enjoy more 
“normal” activities yet at the same time, I am confident that our staff and wider school community will 
work together to make sure that South Shore Education Centre is the safest place it can be. Please note 
that every person (staff member, parent, volunteer, student) entering the school must continue to take 
the COVID-19 self-assessment found at: https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening/ and anyone 
experiencing new or worsening symptoms consistent with COVID-19 must not attend school and should 
seek appropriate medical attention as required, including getting tested at a COVID-19 testing centre.   

It is important to note that teachers are required to document that all students have done the self-
screen. This will be incorporated into morning routines, so please ensure you do the self-screen with 
your child each morning so they can clearly communicate to their child’s teacher that it was done, and 
they are symptom-free.   

We also recognize that as our students return after this extended time at home, there will be some gaps 
in their learning. Our staff will make reintegration and reengagement a priority by understanding where 
our students at and using that as a starting point, ensuring proper supports are in place. South Shore is a 
caring school where community partners, staff, parents, and neighbours work together to provide for 
the total welfare of our children. We are committed to doing our best to fulfill the Near North District 
School Board’s mission statement “to educate learners to their fullest potential in preparation for life-
long learning.” This year, our team has had some shifts with the Angela McFadden as the ECE working 
with Mrs. Hyatt and Jennifer Yates who will be replacing Ms. Maeck to start the year.  Welcome Ms. 
McFadden and welcome back Ms. Yates!  We are sad to see Mme Brubacher go and wish her luck at her 
new school.  We are in the process of hiring someone to replace her and will let you know who that is as 
soon as we know. Speaking of team, this year we have the following:  

Mr. Watson – Grade 7/8  
Mrs. Desrosiers – Grade 4/5/6 and Differentiated Learning Teacher 
TBD – Grade 4/5/6 and Core French 
Mrs. Giroux – Grade 2/3/4 



 

 

Ms. Church – Grade 1/2 
Ms. Maeck (Ms. Yates) – Grade 1/2 and Teacher Preparation Time 
Mrs. Hyatt – Kindergarten 
Ms. McFadden – Early Childhood Educator 
Ms. Lindquist – Educational Assistant 
Mrs. Stillar – Educational Assistant  
Ms. Kloiber – Student Supervisor 
Mrs. Ellis – Custodian 
Mr. Groulx – Custodian 
Mrs. Fry – Library Technician 
Mrs. Boulay – Secretary 
Mrs. Melnyk – Principal  
 
We have many forms going home this week, so please take the time to review them carefully and sign 
and send back the forms that need to be returned. Please note that the Handbook is posted on our 
website and will also be emailed.  This year, we will continue to post happenings in the school on our 
school’s EDSBY page. This will allow us to send information home in a timely manner. If you haven’t 
already done so, please make sure you have set up your parent account so you can see the latest news 
at South Shore Education Centre. Information about how do to this is included in this package.  We will 
also continue to e-mail important information as it comes up.   
 

I also wanted to mention that South Shore Education Centre is fortunate to have the YMCA resume as a 
community partner providing childcare after school.  Please email Shelley Milne at 
shelley.milne@ymcaneo.ca or visit www.dnssab.ca/childrens-services if you’d like more information or 
would like to register your child for the program.  

Finally, the school board does not provide accident insurance for students.  Low-cost student accident 
insurance, available in September of each year from an independent insurer, covers accidental dental 
claims, out-of-province hospital coverage, private tuition, disability and rehabilitation benefits and much 
more.  Families have the option to call 1-800-463-5437 or apply online at www.insuremykids.com. 

Please do not hesitate to reach out if you have any questions or concerns.  I can be reached at 
tammy.melnyk@nearnorthschools.ca.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Tammy Melnyk 
Principal 


