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Principal’s Message 
We look forward to the month of April at Mapleridge! Our grade 7 students have just returned from 
their Tim Horton’s Memorial Camp experience and have got several ideas that they are looking 
forward to getting started at the school as part of their leadership project work! Between camp visits, 
students challenge themselves with constructive actions and each group creates their own 
community service project. The program inspires students to 
instill positive cultural change in their schools and fosters a 
commitment to making their communities better places. Our 
grade 7s have decided that they will work to improve student 
inclusiveness of the school yard. Please stay tuned for some fun, 
family events that will allow our grade 7 students to fundraise to 
acquire items for our outdoor spaces. From what I’m hearing, 
project ideas include stencilling our tarmac area and acquiring 
play equipment and outdoor furniture, such as picnic tables and 
buddy benches, that will allow our beautiful outdoor spaces to be places to enjoy and learn in! 

Last month our Parent Council “Little Caesar’s Fundraiser” did very well. We were able to 
raise $2812 dollars. Monies raised will go towards supporting school initiatives, such as class trips, 
that directly benefit all of our students. Thank you all for making it a success, once again this year, 

and thanks to everyone who worked to plan and organize the 
fundraising event! 

I also wanted to thank the parents/guardians who have 
generously donated food items to our Student Nutrition 
Program. We really appreciate the support! We are always in 
need of healthy food items to provide to students at our school. 
Beginning this month, we will be changing our food program to 
be offering breakfast items, only, first thing in the mornings as 
students arrive at school. It is important that you are aware of 
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this change and provide your children with enough food for snacks and lunches throughout the day. 
Due to changes in funding for school nutrition programs, we are having to adapt our program. We 
would be more than pleased to accept healthy food donations and/or gift card donations to support 
our breakfast program! Items such as cheese strings, yogurt cups and granola bars are great options 
to provide our students when they are hungry. 

Also this month, NNDSB is offering the “This Is Me” survey, which is a student identification 
survey designed to collect demographic data that will reflect the board’s current student population 
across all school communities. Understanding “who our students are” will help to inform practices 
honouring and supporting the students and families of the NNDSB. For grades K to 6, parents/
guardians will be invited to complete the survey online between April 29th and May 10th. Each 
student will receive an email containing a link to the survey as well as an individualized student 
number to access the survey. Paper copies of the survey will be provided upon request. For grades 7 
to 12, students from across the Board will complete the online survey during class time. Consent 
forms for these students will be sent home in order to allow for participation in this voluntary survey. 
The survey, while confidential, is not anonymous. Student login and student numbers will allow 
information to be compared to other types of data (e.g., demographic data, achievement data) at the 
school and system level. All data will be stored securely and accessed only by our Board Analyst. The 
information collected will never identify a student or a family and reports will only be developed in a 
summarized way. 

April is Autism Awareness Month! At Mapleridge, we will be raising our flag in support of autism 
awareness on Friday, April 5th! Within each classroom, our school community of teachers and students will 
also be engaging in many learning activities, throughout the month, in an effort to increase awareness, honour 
student diversity and celebrate what makes every student unique! 

Some March Highlights! 
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The “Great Big Crunch”
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Tim Horton’s Memorial Camp


