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Principal’s 
Message 

Happy New Year to you!  I 
hope that everyone had a 
pleasant holiday break and is 
ready to get back to school 
for 2019!  We’ve got some 
exciting and fun things 
planned for January!  Many 
of us will be attending the 

North Bay Battalion Hockey 
game our first week back in support of our grade 2/3 

students.  In addition to that, this month, Miss Katie Forth will be 
providing a few more dance workshops to junior and intermediate students, our junior 

volleyball teams have a volleyball tournament mid-month, grades 3 to 8 students are heading to see 
“Beauty and the Beast” at the Capitol Centre and junior and intermediate students will have the 
chance to participate in the Knights of Columbus Free-Throw Competition if they are interested.   

I wanted to thank those of you who have been using our drive-through, drop-off lane.  I’m hopeful 
that it is allowing parents/guardians to ensure that their children are getting to the school’s front 
doors quickly and easily.  I’ve also noticed that most of our students are using the front side walk that 
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leads them directly to the sidewalk along Edward Street.  We’ve asked walking students to ensure 
that they are being safe when entering and exiting the school by using the sidewalks provided.  

I also wanted to make mention of and thank you all for your support and generosity by making our 
December Food Bank donation campaign an absolute success!  Thank you so much!  The Food 
Bank was overwhelmed, in a good way, by our donations and 
were very appreciative to receive all the 
food items we delivered to them!  So, 
again, thank you! 

Focus on Learning 
A new year inevitably brings new 
things.  We’re excited to continue our 
math learning and begin some 
literacy-focused learning in 2019!  As 
you know, Mrs. Jill Cooper is joining 
the Mapleridge educator team and 
her new role will be in support of 
primary literacy teaching and 
learning.  Mrs. Cooper will be with 
us one day per week and will be 
working alongside many of our primary educators and 
alongside primary students at their desks.   

As a primary educator team, and based on our school and student needs, we’ve chosen to focus on 
primary writing and, specifically, personally-meaningful writing as a starting place for our collective 
learning.  Generally, personally-meaningful writing allows students to decide what they are going to 
write about, with teacher support and guidance, and allows them to write from personal life and 
direct experiences.  For example, your child may have recently played a game in gym and they may 
decide to write about that experience during their independent writing time.  Alternatively, your child 
might have been introduced to a story during literacy time and decide that he/she wants to write 
about something that occurred in the story or react to one part of the text, etc.   

As primary educators, we are becoming more and more aware that the more students are able to 
generate ideas for writing, themselves, and write from direct experiences, the more they are able to 
develop the skills of effective writing and develop confidence and enjoyment for writing! 

Slowly and over time as students progress through the grades and as they are supported to develop 
writing skills and abilities, their writing skills will continue improve so that they are flexible and 
confident to write on-demand in addition to during free-choice opportunities.  As students reach 
grade 3 and beyond, they are often required to write about topics that they have not necessarily 
chosen or do not necessarily have direct experience with.  Having students begin to learn to write 
about personally-meaningful topics from kindergarten through to grade 3, allows them to write on 
certain assigned topics with comfort and confidence in the later grades.  
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Some December Highlights! 
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