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Principal’s Message 
We’re excited for the month of December to get going!  So many activities and special events are 
taking place!  Our annual food drive to support our local Food Bank is sure to be a success again this 
year.  Please join us, if you can, for our human food chain on Friday, December 14th beginning at 9 
am.  This year, we will be using sleighs, wagons and toboggans to transport the food to the Food 
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Bank’s new location at 250 Clark!  Throughout the month, we will be having several school spirit 
days, such as PJ Day, Wacky Hair Day and Christmas Spirit Day to go with our food bank 
contributions!  

December sports continue with junior basketball and intermediate volleyball.  If you have a chance, 
please join the students at the various school locations for the sporting events to support the 
Mustangs and cheer on our teams!  Our students always appreciate when family members come to 
watch. 

I’m glad to report that the construction work at Mapleridge is finished!  There are just a few finishing 
touches to be done, such as the installation of a new bike rack, at the front of the school, and a few 
more railings. It’s been such a long process, but our school looks great and is much improved!   

Now that construction is complete, we’re also very eager to invite our EarlyOn group back to 
Mapleridge!  Their room has a beautiful new window  now, and a new heating system!  It won’t be 
long before that group’s room is ready for them to join us again twice each week! 

Please also know that the week of December 17th, we will be singing carols in the gym each morning.  
Parents/guardians are more than welcome to join us!  You don’t even need to be able to carry a tune!  
We hope to see you there! 

INFORMATION ITEMS: 

Drive-through Drop-off Lane: Please remember that, when picking up and dropping off your 
children in vehicles, you are encouraged to use our one-way, drop-off lane at the front of the school.  
Please just watch for walking students, but know that students are aware that they are to be walking 
along the sidewalks (not crossing across the parking lot) when they are entering and exiting the 
school.   

Parent Council Meetings:  Meetings are scheduled monthly and everyone is welcome to attend 
and contribute!  Please contact the school if you are interested in being a member.  The next 
scheduled meeting is set for Tuesday, January 15th at 6 pm at Mapleridge.  Our Parent Council Chair 
extraordinaire is Jennifer Moore!  Please reach out if you would like to join us.   

January 10th - North Bay Battalion Hockey Game: Our Grade 2/3 classes will be using sign 
language during the National Anthem at an upcoming Battalion game!  All Mapleridge students and 
their family members can purchase tickets through CashOnline in order to attend the game in 
support of our grade 2/3 students.  Online tickets are offered at a reduced rate of $11.00 per ticket.  
Tickets are available for purchase on Monday, December 3rd.  All students attending the game MUST 
BE accompanied and supervised by a parent/guardian during the game.  Mapleridge staff members 
will not be responsible for students during this event - this is not a school-sponsored event.  
Families, please join us to represent Mapleridge and enjoy an evening of hockey! 
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Focus on Learning 
During monthly team meetings and professional development sessions within classrooms with our 
program educators, our Teachers and Early Childhood Educators are focusing on math learning.  We 
are continuing to focus on developing growth mindsets in our students and in ourselves as 
professionals.   

Having a growth mindset means that we acknowledge that we can always learn and grow and that we 
see our mistakes as opportunities for growth and change.  We are also exploring conditions for non-
threatening classroom environments to instill positive mindsets around math.  Examples of 
classroom conditions are valuing all student’s thinking, using rich tasks that allow all students to 
engage with math tasks, and allowing talk time to explore math thinking and math concepts together. 

Another big part of our math learning has been and is around rich math tasks, math investigations 
and number strings/number talks.  We are learning how to be intentional with the tasks that we 
provide students and responsive to student needs, in the moment.  When we are intentional, we are 
aware that we are selecting math tasks that will meet all of our learners needs and also extend their 
understandings so that math development and achievement can occur.   
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I have a growth mindset.  I 
am in charge of how smart I 
am because I can grow my 
brain like a muscle by 
learning new things. 

I can achieve anything with 
effort and right strategies 
and even if I fail or make a 
mistake, it is a great thing 
because I can learn from 
them and I get better!


