
 

      
      

 
 
September 1, 2020 
 
 
Hello Evergreen Families, 
 
As we move closer to our September start dates, I thank you for your patience as we work 
through our return to school plan.  As you can imagine, there have been many items to 
consider and work out; at this time, I’d like to give you a quick update on the Evergreen re-
entry plan as we know it today.  
 
Staggered Start: 
Beginning September 9th, students will return to school according to the following schedule: 

• SK to Grade 2: Wednesday, September 9th; 
• Grades 3 to 5: Thursday, September 10th; and, 
• Grades 6 to 8: Friday, September 11th  

 
Once a grade has returned to school, we consider them to now be in full attendance. So, if 
your child is in SK, they will begin on September 9th, and will continue to come to school 
each day following that. For our staggered start, we are beginning with our youngest 
learners so we can have time to help them adjust to our new routines. Each day we will add 
grades until we have all students in the building. A student in grade 5 will begin on 
September 10th, and then continue to attend each day. 
 
Remote Learning vs. In-School Learning 
Please be advised that schools have been staffed according to the survey results for in-
school and remote learning. Evergreen has been reorganized and we now have 9 
classrooms instead of 11; all classes and schedules are being changed to reflect this.  
Therefore, we are asking families who wish to change their decision to please be patient 
with the process. There will be upcoming opportunities to register for remote learning or 
indicate your preference for in-school learning; our board is currently exploring options for 
points throughout the year at which we will be able to accommodate requests for these 
changes. 
 
Class Placement: 
As we have had to shift some of our classes and class placements. I will communicate to 
families your child/children’s teachers and class placements by Tuesday, September 8th. 
 
Transition to School Resources: 
The NNDSB has created resources to help support students with special education needs 
as they return to school. Many of these resources would be appropriate for all students, and 
include social stories, posters, information graphics and videos. Topics include the 
following: Social Etiquette and the “Touchless Hello”; Mask Wearing; Information about 
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COVID-19; Covering your Cough; Handwashing and Sanitizing.  Several of the resources 
have different versions suitable for younger and older students. You can access these 
videos from the board website or at https://www.nearnorthschools.ca/blog/transition-to-
school-resources/23515/. 
 
Transportation: 
The Transportation Plan for this school year can be found on the Nipissing-Parry Sound 
Student Transportation Services website at www.npssts.ca.  
 
Items to Bring to School: 
As we begin the year, cubbies and lockers will be closed to create the best possible 
spacing for social distancing and hallway movement. We will revisit this policy as we move 
closer to the winter months as well as according to any updated health unit standards. 
Students will keep their personal belongings in their classroom at their designated personal 
space.  
 
Students will be expected to bring a few items for their own safety and wellbeing. Teachers 
will provide students with the instructional supplies necessary for learning, but some 
students may wish to bring their own instructional supplies to be kept in their desk or 
designated personal space. The following lists highlight items to bring to school, as well as 
optional items your child/children may wish to bring: 
 
Necessary Items (Please contact the school if any of these items present a challenge for 
your family): 

• Face mask  
o you may wish to send at least 2/day; 
o any logo or design on a mask will be subject to regular school dress code 

policies 
• Water bottle (labelled with name); 
• Indoor shoes (labelled with name); 
• Headphones/ear buds (labelled with name, if possible); 
• Lunch bag/kit to contain all food items; and, 
• Backpack or bag in which to carry all items to and from school. 

 
Optional Items: 

• Ruler; 
• Glue stick; 
• Brown paper lunch bag to keep your mask in; 
• Pencil case; 
• Safety scissors; 
• Mini pencil sharpener; 
• Markers/Pencil Crayons/Crayons (depending on age and grade);  
• Calculator; and, 
• Geometry kit (grades 5 to 8). 

 
Please put your child/children’s name on all personal belongings. 
 
I will continue to update you with further details regarding your child/children’s return to 
school as they become available. Please feel free to contact me with questions that you 
may have.  
 



Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
P. Marshall Gray, Principal 
Evergreen Heights Education Centre 
 
 
 


