
 

      
      

 
April 9, 2020 
 
 
Dear Evergreen Families,  
 
Here we are at the end of our first week of phase two of the government’s “Learning at 
Home” initiative.  
 
It has been a busy week as we have all had to learn to adapt to our new teaching and 
learning situations. This initiative, so new to all of us, brings new learning, varied challenges 
as well as a lot of uncertainty for the future. We thank you for your patience and 
understanding as we ourselves take time to learn during this new way of teaching and 
learning. We may not get it right the first time, but we are open to learning and will continue 
to adapt to meet the needs of all our learners. We have had the opportunity to connect with 
most of our families, and ask that if you have not yet heard from us or responded to our 
emails or phone calls, that you do so as it will help us to understand the challenges and 
unique needs of your family during this time. We are utilizing a variety of communication 
tools to reach our families – Edsby, emails, direct phone calls and our School Messenger 
system. 
 
Helping us Understand How the Learning at Home is Going: 
The Near North District School Board and those of us at Evergreen prioritize the wellbeing 
and health of each and every one of our families.  If you or your child are finding the work 
going home challenging, overwhelming or frustrating, then please contact your child’s 
teacher. Any feedback we receive from you will help us to shape and modify the learning 
tasks to ensure we can continue to provide positive learning experiences for all our 
students. IEPs and student accommodations will continue to be honoured. If you have any 
questions regarding specific accommodations for your child, please contact either your 
child’s teacher or Mrs. Van Kooy.  
 
Please continue to monitor the NNDSB website (www.nearnorthschools.ca) and social 
media sites as they are continuously updated to ensure that you have the most recent 
information. To access online teacher-led instruction visit: 
https://www.nearnorthschools.ca/learning-at-home/.  
 
NNDSB Mental Health Check-ins: 
The board recognizes that these are trying times for students and parents. The Mental 
Health Team at the Near North District School Board is offering mental health check-ins for 
students using virtual and other telecommunication tools; phone, email and video. The 
focus of this service is to offer a mental health check-in to students in grades 7 to 12 who 
were receiving counselling supports at school. In addition, our Social Work team can also 
provide support and guidance to parents and caregivers and provide mental health check-
ins for students who have emerging mental health needs and are not connected to a 
counsellor. 
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For our elementary students, the Child Development Counsellors will be offering social 
emotional learning resources through each school’s Edbsy platform and are available by 
email or phone to support those activities designed to reduce stress and health-related 
anxiety. To access mental health supports and resources visit: 
https://www.nearnorthschools.ca/we-are-here-to-help/. 
 
Unable to Access Online Learning? 
If you are unable to access online learning or you require access to technology, please 
email your child’s teacher, call the school at 1-705-472-8170 extension 8153 (secretary) or 
extension 8191 (principal) or email info@nearnorthschools.ca, making sure to leave your 
contact information. 
 
If you have questions regarding your email address or need to update any of your contact 
information, please reach out to our secretary at the above extension. 
 
I realize that each week a lot of information is coming your way. The most important thing is 
for all of us to get through this health crisis and to stay safe. Please give yourself and your 
child permission to do what you can during this time, and only what you can. We all have 
different challenges, and only you know what is best for your family. We are all in this 
together! As always, you can contact me with any questions or concerns at 
Pamela.MarshallGray@nearnorthschools.ca or at 1-705-472-8170 extension 8191. 
 
Have a wonderful Easter weekend, stay safe, and stay healthy! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
P. Marshall Gray, Principal 
Evergreen Heights Education Centre 
 
 
 


