
 

      
      

 
March 27, 2020 
 
 
Dear Evergreen Families!  
 
We at Evergreen have been thinking about all our students and families, and we miss being 
able to learn together in person. I hope this message finds all of you healthy and safe. 
Although difficult for all of us, I recognize that physical and social distancing is keeping us 
all safe, and our wellbeing is very important. We at Evergreen are making sure that we also 
are following the recommendations of our public health unit to ensure the safety of our 
communities. 
  
We now know we may be working and learning from home beyond these two weeks; a 
longer-term plan is required and is currently being developed at ministerial and board levels 
for April 6th and beyond. The needs of all our learners and the nature of our current learning 
environments are being considered. In the meantime, for those able to access online sites, 
the Ministry of Education has recommended some immediate learning supports that can be 
found on the Learn at Home portal (https://www.ontario.ca/page/learn-at-home). Further to 
that, the NNDSB program team launched the Near North Passport to Learning web page 
that covers a range of grades and subjects that may be helpful for students and parents. 
Many of these tools and resources are already being used by our students in their 
classrooms; as we move forward, the Near North team will continue to update this site 
 (https://www.nearnorthschools.ca/learning-at-home/). Please know that the board 
continues to work on support structures to help teachers, students and families to work 
through the varying challenges we are facing. 
 
I know that not all of our learners are currently able to access these sites or resources; 
please know that we have not forgotten your families, and our ministry, board and school 
staff are working on solutions to ensure all will have equitable access to learning.   
  
While this plan is in development, we know that students can take time each day to write. 
Any writing will be positive – writing in a journal, writing electronically, storyboarding or even 
creating a video diary or short clip will all promote the creative writing process. Our 
teachers often share with their students that if they have lived it, they can write about it; 
beyond a doubt we are living in times that will inspire personal writing. You may wish to 
read with your child each day, and have your child read to you or to their siblings to 
encourage and continue to foster the enjoyment of reading. For those without internet 
access, there are some amazing learning opportunities that do not require technology. 
Spring is here, and with this season comes many changes. Have your child keep a journal 
about things they are noticing (animal tracks, plants/trees budding) or start an indoor 
garden. Students can map out plans for a summer garden or can work on art projects for 
the fall fair. Cooking is a great way to incorporate math thinking. These are just some 
simple examples of how you can bring learning into your home without accessing 
technology.  
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Finally, health units and other professionals have been reminding us of the importance of 
remaining healthy. Taking time to engage in physical education activities, whether an 
indoor dance party, a walk outside in a space we can still maintain physical distance from 
others, or many of the daily physical activities that students did during class and with their 
teachers will help keep us physically healthy. Taking time for mindfulness and mindful 
activities throughout the day will help us remain mentally healthy through these stressful 
times. Many of these activities were used on a daily basis in our classrooms, and students 
will be able to follow them at home as well. 
 
Next week, teachers will be reaching out to connect with families. Although teachers have 
already been responding to communications from parents, and will continue to do so, they 
will be making sure to reach out to all families to ensure that we are able to connect with 
you, and to speak about any possible challenges as we move towards building a plan for 
teachers to deliver at-home learning. 
 
As we work together to manage this new reality, we continue to focus on creating an 
environment that will support all our families. Although you cannot call the school office, 
please know you can still reach me by email at pamela.marshallgray@nearnorthschools.ca. 
As well, feel free to reach out to your child’s teacher as you already have been doing 
throughout this past year. Please continue to check our NNDSB website and social media 
channels (Facebook and Twitter) for the latest information; I will also continue to share 
updates and information with you as I receive them. 
 
I look forward to welcoming all our students back to Evergreen when it is safe to do so. 
 
Take care and be safe. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
P. Marshall Gray, Principal 
 
 
 


