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1. This administrative guideline sets out the procedures to be followed when the parent or guardian of a student requests a supervised Alternative Learning Program for a child.  The procedures set out here are in accordance with R.R.0. 1990 Reg. 308.

1.1 Definitions:
1.1.1 Student means a person of compulsory school age who has attained the age of 14 years. 

1.1.2 Committee means a Supervised Alternative Learning for Excused Pupils Committee.

1.1.3 Program means a Supervised Alternative Learning program in respect of a student that is approved by the Committee and which may include one or more of

(a) full-time or part-time employment at an approved work station

(b) completion of a life-skills course, and

(c) continuing studies activities.


1.2
Students, whose applications for S.A.L.E.P. are approved, are excused from attendance at school.  They remain on the roll of their school, and regular contact is maintained by a teacher or other staff member to ensure that the pupil conforms to the program.

2.0 The process for S.A.L.E.P. applications and approvals requires the following steps:

(a) The students who exhibit poor attendance must be referred to the Attendance Counsellor, and the Attendance Counsellor must work to improve student attendance, prior to the completion of any S.A.L.E.P. application.

(b) The Parent completes an application for a S.A.L.E.P. program and forwards it to the Principal.

(c) The Principal forwards the application to the Supervisory Officer who arranges for the meeting of the S.A.L.E.P. Committee.

(d) The S.A.L.E.P. Committee meets to approve or reject the S.A.L.E.P. application.

(e) If the application is approved, a teacher or vice-principal must maintain contact with the student.  The required monitoring schedule will be determined by the S.A.L.E.P Committee.

(f) S.A.L.E.P. approval will normally expire at the end of the school year or at the end of the current semester, at which time the student is required to return to regular day school.  In exceptional circumstances the S.A.L.E.P. Committee and the parent or guardian may agree to extend the S.A.L.E.P. Program for a particular student.

3.
The S.A.L.E.P. Committee shall consist of the following persons:

(a) a member of the Board of Trustees

(b) the Superintendent of Program and Schools who shall be the secretary of the Committee

(c) one person not employed by the Near North District School Board

(d) the Principal or designate

(e) the Attendance Counsellor


3.1
The Superintendent of Program and Schools will arrange a meeting of the S.A.L.E.P. Committee as soon as possible and at a time acceptable to the parents.


3.2
The Committee will consider all information presented to it by committee members as well as other interested parties, and will then accept or reject the application, and it will notify in writing the Principal, Attendance Counsellor, the student and the parent of its decision.


3.3
If the application is approved, the Committee will develop a program directed toward the student’s needs and interests.


3.4
When the parent disagrees with the decision of the Committee or the program prescribed by the Committee, the Committee will be asked to review its decision.

4. Once approved for S.A.L.E.P., the student shall conform to the program, and the student is excused from attendance at school.

4.1 The student shall be recorded as a full-time student on the registers of the school in which the student enrolled or such other school as was designated by the S.A.L.E.P. Committee.

4.2 The parent or guardian of the pupil may apply in writing to the secretary of the Committee for approval of any alteration to the student’s program.

4.3 The Attendance Counsellor shall have the same powers and duties in respect of a pupil as in the case of a child who is not excused from attendance.

4.4 The Teacher or Vice-Principal maintaining contact with the student shall report to the S.A.L.E.P. Committee as requested, and the Principal shall report to the parent whenever achievement reports are issued by the Principal.

4.5 The Attendance Counsellors shall report to the appropriate Supervisory Officer of the Board who shall report to the Provincial School Attendance Counsellor through the Director of Education as required each year on the number of students who during the preceding school year,

a) were excused from attendance

b) were required to attend school on a part-time basis only

c) returned to full-time attendance, and

d) ceased to be excused from attendance because the student moved to another area.
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Our mission is to educate learners to their fullest potential in preparation for life-long learning.
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